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MAN’S QUEST FOR GOD 

Quest means a long search for something with the view of understanding it better. At the 

end of the search truth and knowledge is obtained.  

Therefore man’s quest for God refers to the continuous effort human beings put in their 

attempt to find out the truth and obtain knowledge about God. 

It means an attempt to know more about God and relate with him in ways he desires. 

Other words used to express man’s quest for God include; to seek, to search for, to look for. 

THE ATTRIBUTES OR CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD 

Factors that prompt man to search for God. 

Man has given God various names and qualities he alone possesses, which include the 

following; 

 God is the creator the whole universe came into existence through his creative work. 

People search him in order to acknowledge God as the sole creator of the world 

 God is the provider. He gives to those who ask of him .Man search him in order to 

provide their needs. With this therefore, man is dependent on him. 

 God is one. This is shown by praising and worshiping him alone for the same God is 

found in the whole universe. There is no one who is like him. 

 God is the source of life. He gives and takes life at will and at any time. People search 

him in order to be given the gift of life. 

 God is holy; this has to do with the purity of God. He is sinless and therefore man is to 

approach him in that state in order to be forgiven their sins. 

 God is unique. He cannot be compared to any other being and no one can make images 

of him apart from symbols. 

 God is real. People have given various names to prove that He is real. He is referred to 

as the almighty, the great and many others. 

 God is immortal. This means that God cannot die. He was there yesterday; He is here 

today and will be there tomorrow. People search him so that he may give them eternal 

life. 

 God is omnipotent. This means that He is all powerful No other known force is more 

powerful than him. So man seeks God’s protection against disasters and calamities like 

thunders, floods, earthquakes, famine witch craft etc. 

 God is omnipresent. He is believed to be present everywhere at all times. People seek 

for his guidance andblessings in all places because they need success. 
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 God is transcendent. He is above the knowledge, reasoning, and understanding of man. 

So man search for him in order to understand him and worship him. 

 God is all loving. He treats his creatures with affection like a father would to his 

children. Therefore people search him to attain His love. 

 God is omniscient meaning that He is all knowing. Everything that happens in the world 

happens in his knowledge. Thus they search him to receive wisdom. 

 God is perfect. Whatever He does is good and is for the benefit of the living creature. 

They search for him so that they can be perfected. 

 God is a judge. He holds the human beings accountable for their actions. People search 

him so that on the last day God willallow them go to heaven. 

 God is the controller of the whole world. All events happen at his will. He 

provides,protects, takes sustains and many others. 

 

MAN’S QUEST FOR GOD IN THE PRESENT SITUATION 

In modern society, man continues to search for God. The observance of religious practices, 

man seeks to gain God’s blessings, His wisdom and strength, success guidance and 

protection. 

 

WAYS THROUGH WHICH MAN SEARCHES FOR GOD 

 Through prayers. In prayer man opens up the self to God and communicates his or her 

feelings. 

 Through alms giving and charity work. This involves giving assistance to the needy like 

the orphans and the disabled. They are provided with the basic needs like food, clothes 

and shelter. 

 Places objects and places are named after the great Christian personalities. Christian 

names including St Joseph, St Mary, St Peter and others are commonly used. For 

example St Mary’s college Kisubi, St Joseph’s Cathedral etc. 

 Some Christians are living a self-denial life. They deny themselves the pleasures of this 

life like wealth. In Catholic Church, the priests and nuns practice poverty in order to 

dedicate themselves to the work of God. 
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 Christians are actively involved in preaching the good news of salvation. By preaching 

the gospel Christian prepares them for the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 Some people participate in pilgrimages. They visit places of great religious significance 

in memory of great religious event. For example in Uganda the Christians trek to 

Uganda Martyrs Namugongo shrine every 3rd of June to commemorate the bravery of 

the African Christians who were burnt in 1886. 

 Christians organize and attend bible studies. They come together to share the word of 

God as written in the bible. This keeps them committed and strong in faith. 

 Some people organize crusades. Christians go out in public places and devote 

themselves to God to pray, preach, praise and worship. 

 Many people get born again or saved. Such people denounce their life time mistakes and 

declare Christ as being their personal savior. 

 Some Christians undergo baptism. This is a symbolic expression of joining God’s family. 

It is also a means of cleansing oneself of t sin inherited from the first man. 

 The Christian compose and sing gospel songs to show belief in their God. In these songs 

the people express their faith, seek for blessings and extend their appreciation to God 

for the good things in their lives. 

 Christians give offertory to the church in their search for God. They give material things 

including money foodstuffs, clothes to help in the running of the affairs of the church. 

 Christians organize and attend fellowships. This involves a lot of religious activities 

including praise and worship, giving testimonies and giving words of encouragement to 

theparticipants. 

 Christians fast in their search for God. This is the way through which dedicate themselves to 

God as they meditate in his wonders. They deny themselves the food, sex and others for a 

given period of time. 

 People search God by constructing churches. Such buildings help to bring Christians 

together purposely for praying, fellowships and bible studies among others. 

 Some people repent their sins. Through repentance Christians are made right with God and 

with one another. 

WAYS IN WHICH GOD REVEALS (MANIFESTS) HIMSELF TO US TODAY 

 He sent his son Jesus Christ to die for our sins. When we pray in Jesus name and our answer 

are answered. We come to know God better. 
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 God reveals himself through visions and dreams. Sometimes God reveals himself to people 

through visions and dreams. The messages in those dreams and vision come from God. e.g. 

the Mary Magdalene 

 God reveals himself through religious rituals like sacraments e.g. the holy Eucharist. 

Christians remember the death and resurrection of Jesus and get blessings during the 

Eucharist. 

 God reveals himself through performing miracles like healing lame, blind, sick. 

God’s power and presence is manifested when miracles are performed. 

 God also reveals himself through calamities like death, earth quakes, wars, accidents. 

Those people who survive acknowledge God that he is great for protecting them. 

 God also reveals himself through answering prayers. When people pray and God 

answers their prayers, God’s power is manifested 

 God reveals himself through the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. This can be revealed 

through deliverance services, speaking of the tongues etc. 

 God can reveal himself through friends i.e. God speaks through friends in times sorrow 

or to warn you of the dangers which may come your way. 

 Through parents God can reveal himself to the people. God can speak through the 

parents or can provide for you through the parents. 

 God can reveal himself throughthe church leaders like pope, priests, and cardinals. The 

word they preach is believed to be the word of God. 

 God can also reveal himself through prophets and prophetess of God. These always 

come and speak the word of God telling them of what is going to happen. 

 He can also reveal himself through scriptures and Christian literature. The word of God 

in the bible is real. It comforts, heals, guide, rebuke and many others. 

 

PROBLEMS CHRISTIANS FACE IN THEIR SEARCH FOR GOD 

 Public insult, forexample the people who preach on streets are insulted by people who 

by pass them. 

 False prophecies and false preachers.Many people in Uganda today have been victims of 

false prophets and preachers who reach the extent of taking people’s property in the 

name of giving prophecies. For example pastor Muwanguzi, pastor Robert Kayanja 

prophesied that one of the presidential candidates was going to die in 2001. 

 Negative influence of science and technology. In their search for God, some people have 

ended up in confusion as scientists continue to question the existence of God and 

convincing people that their problems can be solved scientifically without God. 
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 Some Christians lose lives. Some people have been murdered because of their faith and 

denominations, others have got wounded and injured as a result of preaching e.g. 

Pastor Umar Mulinde was burnt with acid. 

 They experience the negative influence from the African traditional beliefs. As people 

search for God, they tend to conflict with their families, relatives and cultures. For 

example a Christian man who gives birth to twins. 

 Some Christians experience Poverty. The sacrifice their lives and avoid dubious ways of 

getting money like corruption, stealing etc. They stick to the right way which may not 

be rewarding physically but rewarding spiritually. 

 There is also political instability or interference. Countries where there is political 

instability, there are also limitations in freedom of worship. Sometimes the Christians 

are also persecuted. 

 Christians also face general temptations. Some temptations like stealing, fornication, 

lies may be a hindrance as they search for God. 

 There are attractions from the worldly pleasures. These include worldly music, discos, 

pornography which may derail one from God. 

 There is sometimes rivalry among the believers themselves. One Christian group may 

conflict with another one. This may bring confusion among the believers where some 

Christians may end up giving up. 

 There is existence of too many religious beliefs. These confuse the Christians on which 

one to follow. Some end up giving up. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF BAPTISM TO CHRISTIANS 

Baptism is an important religious ceremony in the following ways: 

 Through baptism a person is brought into complete union with God, Jesus Christ and 

the Holy Spirit. One is baptized in the name of the father, son and the Holy Spirit. 

 An individual become a child of God and a member of the church. One joins the body of 

believers in the risen Christ. 

 It is a sign of spiritual rebirth meaning that one is born again through the ritual of water 

and the spirit as Jesus said in a conversation with Nicodemus (John 3;5). 

 Baptism is a public acceptance to begin doing the will of God like Jesus who started the 

public ministry immediately after his baptism. 

 Baptism is a symbol of victory over Satan. It indicates that an individual has been put 

into the life of crucified Christ. 

 It enables the Christians to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit like love and speaking in 

tongues. The apostles became courageous and began their work when the Holy Spirit 

descended upon them. 

 Through baptism the believers acknowledge the death and the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Therefore it opens up a believer to a new life 
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 It is a public acceptance by an individual to live a life like that of Christ. It shows that 

one is ready to copy the example of life set by Christ. 

 Baptism is an outward sign of one’s inner faith. It shows that one has accepted to 

believe in the crucified Christ. 

 It is a public acceptance to suffer the way Jesus Christ suffered .The believers accept to 

share the fate of Jesus Christ by carrying their own cross. 

 Baptism enables a believer to begin a new life through repentance. This helps to put a 

believer right with God. 

 Baptism cleanses a person of the original sin inherited from the first parents Adam and 

Eve who disobeyed God‘s command by eating the forbidden fruit. It transforms one to a 

new creature. 

MAN’S SEARCH FOR GOD IN AFRICAN TRADITIONAL 

 They offered sacrifices to the spiritual beings. This involved giving of material things 

like food stuffs, cattle etc. for different reasons like seeking blessings or preventing 

curses. 

 The Africans gave honor to places and things they considered holy e.g. huge trees, 

mountains, hills etc. 

 They prayed to God to show their belief in God. In their prayers they showed their faith 

and trust in God. 

 They consulted mediators through which they could contact God e.g. they believed in 

divinities e.g. in Naganda, Mukasa, Kiwanuka. These gods were believed to have direct 

contact with the supreme God. Each of these divinities was responsible for a particular 

life experience. 

 The Africans believed in spirits as mediators and spirits are believed to stay in place 

like caves, wells etc. The spirits were invisible beings and they were believed to be 

nearer to God. 

 They believed in ancestors or the living dead as mediators.These were dead people and 

they were believed to be nearer to the supreme God. 

 They named their children after names of God e.g. Byaruhanga, Byakatonda, 

Byamukama. These names in Africa reflected the belief in the existence of God. They 

explained among other things the goodness of God. 

 Africans believed in the existence of the Supreme Being whom they named God. They 

gave him traditional names of gode.g.Ruhanga, Mukama, Mungu. 

 They built shrines in holy places where they worshiped their gods. These were places 

where religious functions like offering sacrifices were performed.  

 They could wear fetishes on arms, waists, legs in form of threads and stripes which 

were used for protection of evil spirits and bad luck to the user 
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 Africans believed that God was involved in all relationships. This is why they gave 

hospitality to strangers which were similar to a sacrifice. 

 Songs and dances were performed in religious contents. They praised and worshiped 

God in songs which expressed their deep belief in God. 

 The Africans believed and in and respected spiritual or sacred objects like the drums 

spears and beads among others. 

 Religious specialists existed among the Africans. They included the priests, the diviners, 

and the fortune tellers among others. These people were responsible for linking the 

people to God. 

WAYS IN WHICH GOD REVELED HIMSELF IN AFRICAN TRADITIONAL SOCIETY 

(MANIFASTED) 

 Throughlife achievements like hunting, giving rain, children and good harvest 

(blessings) since they had different Gods responsible for a particular life experience. 

 God revealed himself through natural calamities, like locusts, droughts, epidemics or 

death among others. People looked at these as a form of punishment from the Supreme 

Being. 

 God revealed himself through dreams, especially among the elders’ priest and diviner. 

This usually happened to warn or instruct the people. 

 Through mediators and divinities especially those with super natural powers 

 God revealed through elders, religious, leaders like priests and fore tellers. 

 Through wise men and women/ medicine men 

 Having victory over their enemies 

 Through ancestors, sprits and divinities 

 Through religious rituals like circumcision, rain making 

 Through vision received by religious personalities especially the diviners or priests. 

 Through natural phenomena like rocks, big trees and caves which people respected. 

 God revealed through the spirits of the living dead, when the people consulted for 

different reasons. 

 

ELEMENTS IN AFRICAN TRADITIONAL RELIGION 

Belief in god 

Belief in divinities 

Belief in spirits 

Belief in ancestors or living dead 
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Prayer and sacrifices 

Religious rituals 

Morality 

BELIEF IN GOD 

Africans had the idea of a high God who is also a creator. They worshiped god through 

prayer, religious rituals. 

ATTRIBUTES OF GOD IN AFRICAN TRADITION. 

 Africans had various names of God e.g. Katonda for Baganda for Ankole, Rubanga.  All 

these describe God as a creator.  God was also referred to as Kibumba in Lusoga 

meaning porter. 

 He was also called Dunda meaning God. 

 In Iteso he was referred to as Lokosuban meaning maker  

 He is also called the sun giver of light. 

 To Africans, God was real and existing.  This is why they applied to him using words like 

the sky, sun, the shinning one, and rainbow. 

 To Africans, God is unique and incomparable.  His uniqueness is one reason why they 

are no images of God in Africa. 

 God is a supreme being and the maker of the earth, heaven, sun and moon, man and 

woman.  All these are under him. 

 God is one and the same for the whole universe and every corner of the earth.  God is 

described as the one who fills rivers and the bearer of burdens. 

 God is the controller of the world.  He is transcendent and beyond human 

understanding. 

 To Africans, God has no beginning or end. He is far and yet near yet no man can reach 

him. 

 God is Omni present meaning that he is present everywhere  

 God is Omni-potent meaning he has great power without limit 

 God is Omni-science meaning he is all knowing 

 Some people regard God as a spirit and some tribes think of him as wind or air. 

BELIEF IN DIVINITIES  

 A divinity is any creature with godly qualities. The belief in divinities was common in 

Africa and it is characterized the African way of life. 

 Divinity is a quality of god or goddess but has no absolute existence on their own. 

 Divinities are regarded as mediators between God and man. The people believed that 

the sinful man could only approach God through divinities. 
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 Each divinity is responsible for a certain duty like for farming, hunting and rain among 

others. People had to consult them whenever they wanted a particular need. Eg in 

Buganda Ddungu was responsible for hunting.  

 Africans show their belief in divinities by addressing them and offering them thanks 

giving prayers.  They are consulted and offered sacrifices in case of crisis like wars, 

bareness, drought, pain etc. 

 Africans named their children after divinities e.gMukasa, Kiwanuka, Musoke, Musisi, 

Nabuzaale. This was done for different reasons like recognizing their presence among 

the human beings, their work and as a means of showing respect to them. 

 They are respected as beings that are respected and punished. 

 People struggle to maintain a good relationship with them while others have to renew 

their relationship in case it is broken. 

 Divinities have departments e.g. in Buganda Mukasa is a small god or water, Kibuka 

who was for war, Kiwanuka a small god for thunder, Natalia for fertility, Ddungu a small 

god for hunters, Musoke a small god for rain. 

 Divinities were believed to be active in human affairs. They could bless or curse human 

beings. This depended on the kind of relationship they had with divinities. 

 Divinities were believed to be created by God himself just like human beings. However 

God gave them greater power than that of human beings. 

 Divinities were believed to be semi human and semi spiritual. They possessed some 

qualities of human beings and others of God They could get annoyed and feel hungry. 

 Africans used to pray to God through divinities who in turn would present their needs 

to the Supreme Being. 

 Divinities were believed to possess human beings. The possessed could do extra 

ordinary things that a normal person could not do. They could become too strong and 

speak in tongues among others. 

 Some divinities were believed to exist on their own, without depending o the supreme 

God. 

 Divinities were supposed to show their presence in different ways like through human 

beings, animals and insects. 

 They have no specific places of dwellings but are thought to be staying in places like 

bushes, wells, rivers, trees, rocks such places are usually feared by people. 

 

SPIRITS 

There are two types of spirits, benevolent and malevolent spirits. 

Benevolent spirits  

These can bless people give them success in children, wealth 
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Malevolent spirits 

They are evil, malicious spirits; they can harm and they are responsible for misfortune, 

poverty, barrenness, death etc. 

BELIEF IN SPIRITS 

The belief in spirit and spiritual world was wide spread in African traditional society. 

Africans showed their belief in spirit by believing in the existence of two worlds. The visible 

occupied by human beings and the invisible occupied by spiritual beings. 

The spirits were understood in the following ways. 

 God was a spirit in African traditional society. His presence was only felt by the people 

without seeing him. 

 Divinities as well as the living dead were also part of the spiritual world. The people 

could explain their existence without seeing them physically. 

 The Africans believed that the spirits were continually present. They could move in and 

around the world all the time. 

 The spirits were believed to occupy the invisible part of the world. This was an 

imaginary world. 

 Africans turned to spiritual beings in time of need. This was through offering sacrifices 

to seek for blessing and protection. 

 The Africans believed that the spirits had true human characteristics like emotions 

(feelings). 

 Africans feared and respected the spirits. No one was allowed to speak ill of them 

because they could cause harm to human beings. 

 The spirits existed in hierarchy. God was at the top, followed by the divinities then the 

ancestors. 

 Spirits were believed to be immortal they could live forever in different forms. 

 Human beings could be possessed by the spirits. There was a belief that a spirit of a 

person could only possess surviving family member. 

 Each human being had a spirit within the body. However spirits could escape from the 

body at death since it was considered immortal. 

 Spirits were believed to do good as well as evil. The human beings knew they could 

bless and curse one depending on the relationship they had with them. 

BELIEF IN ANCESTORS  

 These are dead people who are considered to be still living. 

 They appear inform of dreams and some physically concerned with family affairs. 

 They are regarded to be more powerful than the living 
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 Ancestors are venerated in prayer 

 Naming of children after ancestors 

 Offering them sacrifices etc. 

RELIGIOUS RITUALS  

This is an appeal to God and the spiritual beings to influence events so that God’s will, may 

be done. 

 These are in form of symbolic actions which include gestures, material objects, actions, 

sharing food, words spoken and some sacrifices etc.e.g. in some societies, children are 

passed under the ginneries as an appeal to God to keep them well and healthy. 

 Others splits or sprinkle saliva and water in the air after making a false oath so that God 

grants them pardon and forgiveness. 

 Initiation of children into the clan 

 Religious worship, installation of cultural leaders 

 

PRAYER 

It is communication of a religious man to God and it can be personal or communal. 

Prayer can be expressed in words, dances, symbolic action, silent contemplation 

(mediation). 

Prayer expresses the faith, life, work and ruling motive of a religious believer. 

The person who prays believes that God is listening to him, encouraging him / her to speak 

and helping him to understanding his own experience in life. 

In our search for the meaning of life, the worshiper acknowledges God as a creator and 

supreme God. 

IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER IN TRADITIONAL AFRICA 

 Prayers in Africa were one of the most common methods of approaching and 

communicating with God. Prayers served the following purposes in Traditional Africa. 

 Prayer was a way of approaching and communicating with God. This was for different 

purposes like showing respect for him as a supreme being. 

 Africans expressed their gratitude for any achievement in life through prayers. This 

included giving birth and victories in wars among others. 

 Africans made their requests known to God through prayers. Among others, they would 

request for protection, blessing and long life. 
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 Prayers helped the Africans to open up and surrender themselves to God. In doing so 

they expressed their feelings to God as they tried to explain their existence. 

 Africans expressed the work of the community through prayers. Such work as planting 

and harvesting were put in the hands of God for his blessings.  

 Prayers helped the Africans to gain courage in life situations which appeared 

threatening and difficult. Such included hunting and going for war. 

 Prayer created unity in African tradition. This was achieved by the people coming 

together as a family and as a community to pray. 

 The Africans expressed their faith in God through prayers. In doing this they believed 

that he existed and could do wonders for them. 

 Prayers introduced an individual to a new understanding of God. Therefore an 

individual was believed to understand who and what God was. 

 Prayer was living in communion with God. It was the reflection of one’s social relations 

to God concerning or her humanity.  

 Prayers helped the traditional Africans to gain courage in doing their activities like 

digging and going for wars. 

WAYS IN WHICH AFRICANS OFFERED PRAYER  

Prayer is an expression of faith to God and takes place anytime 

 Prayer was done through; 

 Offering sacrifices  

 Dancing  

 Symbolic action e.g spitting on the ground 

 Poems, poetry  

 Religious rituals 

SACRIFICES 

It can be a spiritual or physical offer to God.  Physical offer can be through animals, food 

stuffs, and beer. 

It can be an invisible offer abstaining from the natural activities e.g. sleeping, taking sugar, 

not eating a particular food etc. 

SITUATIONS THAT CALLED FOR SACRIFICES, 

 After giving birth especially to twins. This was taken to be unusual and the spiritual 

being had to be involved by giving them a sacrifice.  

 During funeral rites. This was done with the intension of sending the departed 

members peacefully and happily to the spiritual world. 
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 Before going for wars. This was done with the intension of seeking for courage 

protection and victories. 

 During marriage or introduction ceremonies. This was the only way the ancestors were 

involved in the marriage affairs o their children. 

 During planting of crops. This was intended to request for good harvest and blessings of 

the work of the people. 

 After harvesting their crops especially when the yields were as good as the people 

expected. This was a thanksgiving offering. 

 In case the Africans expected misfortune like death to befall the embers of the 

community. Such sacrifices were given to appease the spiritual beings in order to avert 

the coming threat. 

 During natural calamities like famine, draught, death epidemic wars and floods. This 

was intended to the spiritual beings to intervene during such bad situations. 

 In the event of broken relationship especially if the people were related by blood. This 

was done for reconciliation purpose. 

 During the community initiation rites like child naming and circumcision ceremonies. 

ROLE OF SACRIFICES 

 Sacrifices helped to express joy and gratitude to the spiritual beings for any 

achievement like child birth. It acted as a thanks giving to God for the care and blessings 

given to men. 

 It helped the people to make contact and communicate with the spiritual being likeGod, 

divinities and ancestors. 

 It was a means of cleansing people from their evils like having sex relative and murder. 

One was sprinkled with the blood of the sacrificed animals to purify the offender. 

 It helped to appease the ancestors. This was done in order to divert curses of any form 

from the ancestors. 

 Sacrifices were used for reconciliation in the event of broken blood relationships. 

 Sacrifices formed the basis of worshiping God and the divinities this was a way of 

recognizing their superiority over human beings. 

 They were important in helping the people to remember and mark the event of the 

death of the member which involved feasting at the end. 

 They formed a way of giving respect to God, divinities and ancestors. They could 

recognize their presence by giving them sacrifices. 

 Sacrifices helped the Africans to receive blessings from God and other spiritual beings. 

Such blessings included good harvest, child birth, victories in wars etc. 

 Sacrifices were used as food for the community members. Among the Karamajong in the 

north eastern part of Uganda they could eat the blood of the sacrificial animal for food. 
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 By sacrificing one offered part of his property to show that God is the sole proprietor of 

man. 

 Sacrifices showed that man is above everything in creation.  This is why he offers other 

things apart from human being. 

QUEST FOR GOD IN CHURCH HISTORY  

The major ways in which Christians continued to seek for God in the church history 

 Jesus Christ identified himself as the way the truth and the life. John 14:6. The church 

Jesus left behind continued with God in the following ways. 

 The Christians preached the gospel. Their preaching was about the messiah. Act 8:4-8. 

 The Christians gave testimonies as they proclaimed the message of the Lord these 

testimonies helped to make the people believe more in the gospel. 

 The disciples converted people into believers thus the church was strengthened and 

grew in numbers as they carried out water baptism. 

 They wrote epistles to various communities such as Corinth, Galatia and Rome. Paul 

wrote to the Corinthians on several occasions on puzzling questions like marriage and 

food offered to idols. 

 Christians carried out charitable works. They distributed relief and donations to the 

needy in form of food. 

 They continued to perform miracles. For example Peter and John healed a lame man. 

Acts 3:1-10. 

 The Christians engaged in prayers. This became one way through which they could 

communicate with God. 

 The believers shared their belongings .The rich in particular sold their property and 

shared the money with everyone 

 They encouraged reconciliation among the believers. They helped to reconcile the 

native Jews and the Greek speaking Jews over the disagreement concerning finances. 

 There was fellowship among the believers. They continued coming together and shared 

the word of God. 

 The Christians founded churches in various communities. Paul took the leading role in 

establishing the church in Rome and other places where he went. 

 The believers were involved in fasting as they copied the example of Jesus Christ. 

During such time they dedicated themselves to the service of God. 

 They also trained others to help in the work of preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. For 

example Paul trained Timothy and Titus. 

 The Christians shared the Holy Communion with the people. This was done in the 

memory of the Lord’s last supper and the bloodshed through his crucifix 

EXAMPLES OF SERIOUS SEEKER AFTER GOD FOR THE TRUTH 
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CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA  

 Originally he came from Sialy Island in the Mediterranean Sea. 

 He was born in 150As in Athens in Greece.  

 His parents were pagans. This means he was brought up in the family without 

commitment to Christian faith. 

 He was a scholar who studied Philosophy in the University of Athens. 

 He later got converted to Christianity and this was the beginning of his long search for 

the truth about God. 

 He travelled to different places including southern Italy, Syria and finally to Egypt 

where he settled in Alexandria. This was in search for the true knowledge about God. 

 His travels included a quest for the best Christian instructor or preacher. 

 In each of these places he found instructors who he described as blessed and truly 

remarkable men. 

 He moved to Alexandria where he met at a man called Panteanus whose teaching 

impressed him most. He was heading a school. 

 He felt he was privileged to have studied under their care. 

 Clement eventually succeeded his teacher as the chief Christian teacher in Alexandria 

and became one of the greatest teachers. 

 Clement was concerned with moral training as being very important in the church. 

 His writings show that even when he rested from his travels, he always was a seeker 

after the true knowledge of God. 

 He helped to guide his students about errors of Philosopher (great thinkers) especially 

their views about religious issues. 

 He wrote many Christian books which became worldly used among his followers. He 

wrote a book about idolatry giving warning to the followers the worshiping idols. 

 He criticized those who were against the principles of Christianity. He was concerned 

about their weak morals. 

 He was the first person to develop the teaching and the idea about the trinity. He 

presented God as being in three persons. 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

 He was born in 1182 and was one of the great reformers. 

 He was at first a light hearted youth but he dedicated and gave up his inheritance and 

bound himself to God.  

 He embraced poverty and lived a life of the gospel 

 He preached the love of God to everybody. 

 He founded the nuns and monks namely the Friars and gave wise rule to his followers. 
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 He encouraged his group to preach the gospel to unbelievers and to the unfortunate in 

society. 

 He worked among lepers and was opposed to violence 

 He loved nature and composed songs, poems and prayers 

 He helped the poor and lived a simple life like them. 

ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO  

 He lived from 354 – 430 AD.He was born on a Christian mother in North Africa in a 

place called Namudia. 

 His mother was a Christian but he grew up without much commitment to the Christian 

faith. 

 He turned to scriptures as they were better off than the Pagan literature he had studied. 

 His search for God made him to travel to Milan in Italy Where he worked for many 

years. 

 While working in Milan, Augustine met Bishop Ambrose who was famous for his 

preaching. 

 However he kept returning to his old pagan ways of life. He trusted in the Egyptian 

wisdom more than God’s wisdom due to human weaknesses. 

 In order to find God, he had to find his way of life by becoming a Christian and accepting 

Baptism. 

 He then travelled from Europe where came to understand the true meaning of 

Christianity. 

 He composed many hymns and prayers e.g you made yourself and our hearts are 

restless until they rest in you. 

 He wrote much Christian literature that helped to inspire many of his followers. This 

included “the confession” and “The city of God” among others. 

 During his preaching, Augustine was always impatient with those who could not see the 

truth about Jesus Christ the way he had seen it. 

 Augustine is credited for correcting some of the false teachings that developed among 

Christians. For example he corrected the Christians on the understanding of the pre 

destination doctrine. 

 He continued a lifelong process of studies and teaching Christianity. 

QUEST FOR GOD IN THE BIBLE  

HOW THE ISRAELITES SEARCHED FOR GOD 

 Many events in the Old Testament are revelation of how man sought the knowledge of 

God. 
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 Adam and Eve desired to be nearer to God. The woman in her interaction with the 

serpent was made to believe that they would be wise like God. She was force to eat the 

forbidden fruit in order to be like God. 

 The two brothers Cain and Abel recognized the presence and the existence of God 

throughoffering sacrifices. 

 The builders of the tower of Babel thought that they could reach God in heaven through 

their building program. Gen 11:1ff. 

 The response of Abraham during his call reflected man’s quest for God. He responded 

with faith, obedience and trust to God he had never known. Before that he had to 

abandon his old ways of life.Gen 12:1. 

 The burning bush incidence was an act of man seeking the knowledge of God. Moses 

removed his sandals as he was commanded and covered his face in the fear of God. He 

later accepted to go and liberate the Israelites. 

 The Israelites entered the covenant with God at the foot of Mt Sinai. During this 

occasion, they promised to obey and worship God alone Ex 19:1 

 At the foot of Mt Sinai the people of Israel made and worshiped a golden calf in their 

search for God. When Moses delayed up the mountain they saw the need of creating a 

god for themselves. Ex 32:1 

 The Israelites renewed their earlier covenant with God as they settled down in the 

Promised Land. At Shechem they promised to serve the Lord alone and obey all his 

laws. Joshua 24:1. 

 The Israelites praised and worshiped God. For example King David led the Israelites in 

praising God through singing and dancing as they transferred the covenant box back to 

Jerusalem. 

 The Israelites built and dedicated the temple to God. This became a place where the 

covenant box was kept. 

 The people of Israel destroyed their idols and confessed the Lord as their only God. This 

was during the Mount Carmel’s contest in which Elijah defeated the prophets of Baal. 

 The people of Israel repented as they related with God. King David repented after 

committing a double sin of adultery and murder. 2SAM 12:13. 

 The Israelites respected and listened to the servants of God the priests and the 

prophets. For example King David humbled himself before Prophet Nathan after 

committing the sins of adultery and murder. 

 They honored / observed important or holy days of rest and other feast days e.g. 

Passover, Sabbath e 

 Males were circumcised as a religious and cultural practices established between 

Abraham and God. 

 They observed the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments and other laws which God gave 

them on Mount Sinai. 
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 They celebrated the Passover feast remembering the days when God killed all the first 

males of the Egyptians starting with the kings first born son. 

 They prayed through composing songs, psalms and receiving sacraments. 

 They gave alms and tithe 

 They decided their first born to God e.g. Samuel by his mother Hannah. 

 They had a positive response to God’s call e.g. Abraham, Moses etc. 

 They showed hostility to none Jews e.g. by not marrying gentiles girls. 

WAYS IN WHICH GOD REVEALED HIMSELF IN THE OLD TESTAMENT  

 God appeared to man through voice. For example, during the call of Abraham, Moses 

and Samuel God appeared in form of a voice. 

 God revealed himself in the form of a ram. This happened at the time he tested 

Abraham’s faith, by asking him to sacrifice his only son Isaac. 

 God appeared in form of fire. Moses saw a burning bush .There was also fire as 

Israelites were receiving the Ten Commandments. 

 God showed his presence through thunder. This happened at the foot of Mt Sinai as he 

was meeting the Israelites. 

 God revealed himself to man through the wind. For example he took Prophet Elijah up 

to heaven through the whirl wind.2kgs 2:12. 

 The Israelites felt God’s presence though the smoke. For example during the Mount 

Sinai covenant there appeared a thick smoke that covered the whole mountain. 

 God appeared in form of a cloud. The cloud directed the Israelites to the Promised Land 

and which re appeared at the foot of Mount Sinai. 

 God appeared through personality including prophets such as Isaiah, Amos, Samuel, 

Jonah, Jeremiah Amos etc. 

 God appeared through dreams. The people experienced God’s presence like when 

Joseph dreamt the sun and stars bowing before him. 

 Through visions e.g. God appeared to Moses in form of a burning bush. 

 Through saving people from dangerous and article situations e.g. Daniel who was 

thrown in a den of lions with his friends but God saved them from dying by not letting 

the lions to eat them. 

 He provided them with food from heaven and water from the rock and also made them 

cross the red sea. 

 God revealed himself through miracles which he performed through prophets e.g. 

Elijah, Elisha, giving children to barren women etc. 

 By giving them wise kings or leaders like Solomon, David, Samuel etc. 

 Through the victory over Pagan nations e.g. David and Goliath 

 Giving them the Ten Commandments 
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REASONS WHY THE PROPHETS PLEADED WITH ISRAELITES TO REMAIN SEEKERS OF 

YAHWEH  

 Israel was a covenant community of God Exodus 24:8. 

 They believed that God was always revealing himself through the event of their times 

e.g. Passover, pillars, food from heaven and the water from the rock. 

 There was no other living God apart from Yahweh 1Kings 18:26-39. 

 God was acknowledged as a sole creator of the whole world. 

 Their faith in Yahweh was handed down from generation to generation as Israelites 

were always abandoning their faith in Yahweh, prophets warned them that God would 

send them worse problems and punish them seriously. 

 They believed that God can destroy those who turn away from him or bring judgment 

upon them or even destroy their gods. 

 There is no life, no safety away from Yahweh because other gods are empty and 

disappointing. 

 If they abandoned their faith in Yahweh, they will have broken their covenant whereas 

God has constant love for his people. 

 God is the one who gives great power to his leaders. 

 Yahweh created man for happiness and his glory extends to man when he recognizes 

him as a source of happiness. 

 They believed that if you search for God, you are able to enjoy peace and have blessings. 

QUEST OF GOD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  

 The climax for God’s self-revelationwas through Jesus who came to liberate all men. God 

revealed himself in full through Jesus Christ. 

 Jesus is the answer to people’s quest for God which is seen in the Emmanuel meaning 

God is with us.  Mathew 1:23. 

 Through Jesus human life God is seen as a living father and men are called upon to 

respond to him trust and love. 

 It is through our daily life that we find God and show love to him through works of 

charity.  If we accept Jesus Christ, our lives become God filled and he lives in our hearts. 

 Jesus is the center of mankind gathered together in unity.  If we accept Jesus Christ, our 

lives become God filled and he lives in our hearts. 

 Jesus is the centre of mankind gathered together in unity if we deny Jesus the revelation 

of God, we deny God’s presence in our lives 1st Corinthians 3:16 – 19. 

 Jesus is presented as a mediator between man and God. Ephesians 31 – 13. 

 The knowledge of Christ is the source of confidence in all mankind in their search to 

come closer to God by overcoming their trials and temptations. 

 Man is constantly in search for the truth, love development and peace. 
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 The idea of search for God means renewing our inside and purifying our hearts. 

 Christian life is a constant movement and going deeper into mystery of God. 

 The mystery of Christ is a source of confidence to us in the trials we face every day. 

 Knowing God means praying and adoring him therefore God’s revelation will be 

complete when man’s pilgrimage is over. 

 Jesus brought a new era for fellowship, brotherhood and reconcile. 

WAYS IN WHICH THEY SEARCHED FOR GOD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The Christians in the New Testament searched for God in the following ways; 

 Through fasting  

 Through Praying  

 Through reading the scriptures 

 Through commemoration of the feast dayse.g. Passover and Palm Sunday  

 Through receiving sacraments.e.g. the last supper Holy or the Eucharist. 

 Through making pilgrimages to Jerusalem 

 Through observing Christian rituals like circumcision, helping the needy, sick  

 Through observing the Ten Commandments 

 Through offering sacrifices 

 Through building temples 

 Through accepting Jesus as a savior  

 Through keeping the Sabbath 

HOW GOD REVEALED HIMSELF IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  

 Through God sending his son Jesus Christ John 3:16 

 Through God sending the Holy spirit on Pentecost day Acts 2:1-13 Mathew 3:17. 

 Through Jesus resurrection Luke 24:1-9 

 Through visions Luke 1:5 -23 e.g. Zachariah, Journey to Damascus. 

 The transfiguration is another incidence where God was revealed.. Jesus Luke 9 

 The ascension of Jesus to heaven revealed God.  Luke 24:50 – 55. 

 Through Angels God sentlike the angels God sent to Peter when in prison. Acts 12:2-8, 

Joseph Mathew 1:22 25 Luke 2:8-15 (shepherds). 

 Through guiding stars which guided the wise men. Mathew chap 2:1-7. 

 Through miracles which were performed. EgA wedding at Cana where Jesus turned 

water into wine revealed God‘s power.  John 4:43-54. 

 God gave children to barren women. For example Elizabeth who gave birth to John the 

Baptist.. Luke 1:5-23. 

 The last supper Mathew 26:26-30. 
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 God revealed himself through Jesus’ death, crucification and resurrection. Mathew 

47:45-55, Luke 23:44 – 40, Acts 5:1-16. 

 

EVASION OF GOD 
Evasion comes from the word evade which means escaping away from God and acting 

against God’s will. 

EVASION OF GOD IN THE PRESENT SOCIETY 

Reason why people evade God 

 Because of wealth that is why they end up sacrificing their children for wealth. 

 Because God takes long to answer peoples prayers 

 After losing their beloved relatives 

 God is invisible 

 Because of frustrations or areas 

 Because of sickness, suffering and at times God punishes innocent people. 

 Because of the influence of science and technology where people believe in their 

own powers and provides solutions to their problems. 

 Influence of modern education where the educated think that God is for the 

uneducated. 

 Because of lust for power and they are always worried about their positions and 

have less time for God. 

 In some homes, parents don’t emphasize prayer, religion. 

 Some church leaders are not exemplary at all.  They are thieves, corrupt, 

homosexuals’ etc. 

 God is white and Satan is black 

 Influence of friends 

 Prosecution of believers 

 Modern leisure activities have dominated people’s mind living no time for God. 

 Poverty and hard economic conditions 

 People reduce God to their own understanding and thing that he is a very merciful 

God and so continue sinning. 

 Many people depend on drugs and Alcohol and have no time for God. 

 Because of monotony of preaching 

 People evade God because of high church dues offertory. 
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EVIDENCE OR WAYS IN WHICH PEOPLE EVADE GOD (HOW) 

People evade God through the following ways or by; 

 Practicing witchcraft like going to witch doctors and end up bewitching others. 

 Killing or murdering others because of selfishness 

 Forming cult’s e.g. the Kanungu crisis. 

 Working on Sunday instead of attending church services  

 Sacrificing children  

 People are practicing polygamy, prostitution, lesbianism and homosexuality. 

 Watching, reading and listening to pornographic material 

 Embezzlement of funds and corruption by church leaders 

 Disobedience and lack of respect by leader’s e.g. children can now sue their parents. 

 Manufacturing nuclear weapons which they use to kill people  

 Malpractices e.g. cheating in exams 

 Drug abuse  

 People have too much lust for sex e.g. defilement, rape 

 Marriage breakups i.e. divorce and separation 

 Use of vulgar languages 

 Failure to take offertory 

 Exploitation of workers 

 Converting from one religion to another 

 Theft and robbery 

 Lust for powers e.g. coup de d’état  

 Oppression of orphans, women, children etc. 

FALSE GODS IN TODAY’S SOCIETY  

These are things people worship and honor as gods 

These are people’s equivalent to God 

- People take money to be equivalent to God 

- Sacred and holy objects like precious stones 

- Work is worshipped by people 

- Material possessions like clothes, shoes 

- Woman  and men 

- Idols for example trees 

- Food and parties 

- Magazines and novels 

- Alcohol / drugs  
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- Music  

- Power and politics  

- Science and technology  

- Modern education  

- Friends  

- Spirits and divinations 

REASONS WHY PEOPLE CREATE THEIR OWN GOD 

People see the god they create who God is invisible he can be seen. 

- Because they get rich very fast 

- Due to permissiveness in society  

- Because of frustrations and failures 

- Because of poverty  

- Prolonged sickness 

- Man is able to solve his problems without reference to God  

- God seems to be a strict judge 

- People look at themselves as centres of the world 

- Religion has come to be regarded as a disease for the weak poor and uneducated. 

- People create their own God because of bad examples from church leaders. 

- Christ’s delay to come back  

- People’s goals today are after pleasure, power and wealth 

- Science and technology seems to make God less important and it provides solutions to 

real life. 

- God takes long to solve people’s problems 

- Because of calamites such as mass killing death. 

WAYS IN WHICH THE GAP BETWEEN GOD AND MAN CAN BE BRIDGED 

The gap can be bridged through the following ways; 

- Through reading scriptures in the bible and other Christian groups. 

- Joining Christian clubs e.g. Legion of Mary, VCS, Charismatic, Xavian. 

- Through receiving sacraments e.g. Baptism, confirmation 

- Observing and respecting the Ten Commandments. 

- Participation in church services e.g. church choir, altar boys 

- Emphasizing religion at home and prayer 

- Helping the needy, disabled 

- Having Christian virtual of honest, faithfulness in our daily life 

- Sharing both material and spiritual aspects 

- Attending church services, crusades, literates, fellowships  
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- Through giving offertory 

- Remaining faithful to God despite suffering 

- Preaching and evangelizing people 

- Setting up projects to help the poor sick etc. 

- By creating peace in the world by avoiding wars and reconciling conflicting countries. 

- Encourage income generating projects  

- Offering counseling services to the youth. 

- By Africanizing services e.g. language 

- Setting up radio, T.V stations e.g. Radio mama, top T.V, sprit fm. 

- By creating unity among Christians so that all denominations come together e.g. 

protestants, Catholics, orthodox. 

- The church should enact laws similar to sharia law in Islamic religion e.g. dressing, 

sitting laws. 

- The church should thoroughly scrutinize the leisure industry and pornographic 

literature should be abolished. 

- Church services should be made compulsory in all Christian schools. 

- By translating the bible to local languages. 

EVASION OF GOD IN AFRICAN TRADITIONAL SOCIETY  

- Spirits, divinities and ancestors could become semi-independent.  Here God instead of 

acting as mediators between God and man therefore they become barriers to 

communication with God. 

- Religious rituals could be misused to avoid responsibility.  These rituals then become a 

kind of manipulation of spiritual powers for man’s purposes. 

- Same rituals, shrines even religious officials were regarded as sacred world divorced 

from life. 

- People evaded God through witchcraft and magic which they trusted so much causing 

death, sorcery. 

- Africans denied God honor and his supreme power by trusting in their wisdom and 

strength. 

- Africans field to worship God by giving poor sacrifices eg the sick animals, stolen ones. 

- There was disobedience of the moral code e.g. abusing and fighting parents, incest. 

- Some African leaders took up the role of God and claimed divine inspiration where they 

wanted to be worshiped and offered sacrificed to gods. 

- There was power struggle and some African leaders were warmongers instead of being 

peacemakers. 

- Some people dishonored and misused the shrines which were houses of God. 
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HOW MAGIC AND WITCHCRAFT LEADS TO EVASION OF GOD. 

Those who use witchcraft for protection always put trust in it thinking it is more powerful 

than God thus evading God. 

 It leads to destruction of relationships, because people end up hating one another, 

bewitching them thus causing disunity in society which is an evasion of God. 

 It brings about death and healing others both relatives and neighbors thus causing 

evasion of God. 

 It brings about untold suffering to the one affected and a person can easily lose faith in 

God for not protecting or healing him / her. 

 One affected by magic and witchcraft can be forced to revenge to both the individual 

and relatives thus creating a gap between God and man which brings about evasion of 

God. 

 Since it causes destruction of crops and animals, it leads to famine and poverty thus one 

can easily steal which is an evidence of evading God. 

 Among the married people, it leads to divorce especially if a man discovers that the wife 

is a witch. 

 Witchcraft involves sexual immorality to which is an evasion of God because the client 

may be forced to sleep with the witchdoctor. 

 It involves deceit and manipulation of clients that is why they ask for sacrifices e.g 

goats, humans’ etc. 

EVASION OF GOD IN CHURCH HISTORY  

 In the early centuries, people misunderstood the doctrine of the trinity; this is why they 

came out with an easier but wrong explanation by accepting Jesus as a spirit and not a 

son of God. 

 Christians believed in one Supreme God whom they called God the father but there 

were also less important God’s and spirits. 

 They worshipped objects (idols) where they concentrated on worshiping, painting 

sculptures and decorations.  Although these were meant to help people to worship God, 

they turned out to be objects of worship. 

 Too much attention was paid on the correct ways of worshipping God than the worship 

of God itself.  This brought in conflict, hatred and division among Christians which led to 

the protestant reformation. 

 The doctrine of predestination (planning beforehand).  This was where God was seen as 

a harsh judge assigning people to hell or heaven regardless of one’s lifestyle. 

 The sale of indulgence.  This is where people ended up buy God’s forgiveness instead of 

repenting and this increased immorality among Christians. 



26 
 

 Due to communism, Russians discouraged the spread of Christianity.  Therefore many 

churches were closed. 

 Religion was separated from the daily life and people believed that religion was for 

Sunday only and other days were political or secular days where people were free. 

 People paid more attention to church hymns than God himself. 

 Pieces / remnants of the cross of Jesus and bones of saints were sold to forgive people’s 

sins instead of repenting. 

 Because of education people trusted in their own intelligence instead of trusting in God. 

 Some people found it hard to drop their cultural values which conflicted with 

Christianity and this led them to evade God. 

 There was persecution of Christian and many were taken to the arena and thrown to 

the fierce starved animals like lions, leopards. 

 There was hypocrisy church leaders and encouraged and carries out corruption in 

church. 

WAYS IN WHICH CHRISTIANS TODAY HAVE AT TIMES STARTED WORSHIPING OTHER 

THINGS OTHER THAN GOD 

1- Very nice things disrupt the attention of the worshipper and end up forgetting to 

worship God. 

2- Extremely good artistic work draws the attention if people e.g. St. Peters Virika has 

artistic work. 

3- Worship of statues is still common in churches and some honor them very much instead 

of helping them to worship God. 

4- Important religious days are misused e.g. Christmas, Easter, 3rd June and tend to be 

days of showing off other than worshiping God. 

5- The pope, cardinals, Bishops are much honored by people almost like God instead of 

using them to help them worship God. 

6- Holy places like Jerusalem, Rome are given too much reverence (respect) and people 

make pilgrimages for their sake. 

7- Some Christians do sacrifice to the spirits of the dead. 

8- Abuse of religious sacraments and carrying them out for the sake of it without meaning 

e.g. matrimony, confirmation. 

9- Giving false prophecy e.g. the Kibweetere cult, Bushala. 

10- Use of protective charms and magic and consult witchdoctors. 

11- Others pay great attention to material needs such as money, wealth men and women 

more than God. 

12- People today worship education, science and technology and does not talk about God 

anywhere. 
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13- Remains of saints / relics are at times honored with the spirit to the point of worshiping 

them like God. 

EVASION OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

EVIDENCE / WAYS / HOW ISRAELITES TURN AWAY FROM GOD 

 Through apostasy, this is where Israelites turned to worshiping and believing in Gods of 

other nations e.g. worship of foreign Gods e.g. Baal, Canaanites and Amorite gods. 

 Through idolatry i.e. worship of idols.  Israelites made and worshiped idols because 

they wanted a God they would touch e.g. the golden calf. 

 Israelites evaded God through excessive relevance (honor and attention) for sacred 

objects and ideas such as the temple, the law, the covenant ideas are objects. 

 Through baalism where they were concerned with external religious observances such 

as fasting, traditional customs religious rituals while their hearts were far from God. 

 Through excessive belief in their own powers and intelligence.  This made them become 

self-centered and self-worship and ended up denying God in their lives. 

 They also evaded God through exploiting their civil rights through taxation and over 

exploitation of the poor. 

 Some murdered innocent people and he forced to become hostile to prophets who gave 

irritating messages e.g. Jeremiah who was thrown into a well. 

 They also evaded God through intermarrying the foreigners where Israelites men were 

forced to worship foreign God in order to please their foreign wives e.g. King Ahab, King 

Solomon. 

 There was hypocrisy of religious leader’s e.g. Pharisee.  Some offered poor sacrifices to 

God e.g. the stolen goats, poor harvest like Cain. 

 Some disobeyed God’s call e.g. Jonah.  This is why was swallowed by a big shark. 

 Some kings evaded God by making alliance with foreign nations instead of trusting in 

God’s power e.g. Solomon who made an alliance with the city of Tyre. 

 The Israelites suffered from spiritual pride and took God’s protect for granted. (Leave it 

all to God). 

 The Israelites ignored God completely and tried to everything on their own without 

reference to God. (Leave it all to us) 

REASONS WHY ISRAELITES EVADED GOD 

- God was invisible. 

- God did not give them food and water while in slavery 

- Because of failure and frustration there is in life e.g. death of beloved. 

- Taking long to reach the Promised Land i.e. spent forty years in the wilderness. 

- God punished innocent people e.g. Job and this discouraged others. 
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- God took too long to answer their prayers. 

- Pagan nations seemed to be successful more than believes and this discouraged people 

from worshiping God. 

- Due to influence of false prophets who discouraged the worship of God hence people 

ended up abandoning God their creator. 

- Bad examples of bad leaders e.g. King David, who stoles Naboth’s wife and organized for 

his death, King Ahab. 

- God commandments were hard to follow. 

- Some evaded God because of selfishness e.g. King Ahab who wanted Naboth land 

because it was a fertile land. 

- Ambitiousness e.g. King Solomon and King David e.g. King David earned out census e.g. 

wanted to know how many people he would tax. 

- Kings became very rich and therefore declined their trust in God e.g. King Solomon. 

- Lust for women e.g. King Solomon. 

- Due to the message of doom / destruction given by prophets.  They evaded God because 

they knew they were going to be destroyed. 

EVASION OF GOD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  

WAYS IN WHICH PEOPLE IN NEW TESTAMENT EVADED GOD  

- They discriminated people e.g. sick 

- They over taxed people e.g. Ceasar 

- Hypocrisy of leaders especially the Pharisee 

- Disrespecting God’s temple by turning it to be a market place. 

- A man and a woman would be stoned to death if caught in adultery. 

- There was sexual immorality e.g. adultery. 

- Hatred between the gentiles and Jew where Jews believed that they were only chosen 

people from God. 

- There was persecution of Christians e.g. Soul 

- They refused to believe that Jesus was the Messiah 

- They murdered and killed innocent people. 

- There was corruption and bribery. 

- Disobeyed God’s commandments. 

- In his work of building the Kingdom, Jesus taught people how to respond to each other 

in a human way. 

- One of the biggest obstacles Jesus met was the Jewish exclusiveness and pride of Jewish 

leaders who considered themselves to be the only chosen people of God. 

- Jesus exposes two false attitudes i.e indifferentism Luke 16:19-31. 

- The rich man and Lazarus and self-satisfaction / sufficiency Luke 12:13-21 (parable of 

the rich fool).  These attitudes closed people’s attitudes to God and their fellow men. 
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- Jesus often attacked their religious practices, places and persons 

- Jesus put laws in their proper places and requested people to accompany the laws with 

pure hearts e.g. he changed the fasting laws Mark 2: 18 – 22.  Jesus says that don’t show 

to anyone that you are fasting. 

- He attacked the hypocrisy of Pharisees who took great care to wash meals, see that 

utensils used are clean washed hands up to the elbows but turned a blind eye to the 

breaking of the ten commandments (Mark 7:1-13).  Here the Pharisee had a customer of 

using clean things and they followed this more than the commandments. 

- Jesus helped those evading God by freely associating with non-Jews, discussing with 

them and healing the sick.  Mark 7:24 – 30. 

- The woman’s faith helped her heal the daughter that had demons (Luke 7: 1 - 10).  Jesus 

healed the non-Jews sickness. 

- The temple was exaggerated yet it was a mere building and instead of worshiping God, 

the Jews appeared to be worshipping the temple. 

- Jesus freely chose in his own life, an openness, self-giving, spirit of dependence, service 

and poverty so as to serve God the father and draw people to him. 

- Jesus rejected power, wealth, food and independence as a way of fulfilling his mission of 

salvation.  Mt 4:1-11.  This was the temptation of Jesus.  Jesus refused to do all the 

things Satan told him to do. 

- Jesus encouraged people to trust God as a father but trusting does not mean leaving 

everything to God, sitting down and doing nothing. 

But we must be able to recognize our dependence on God (Ephesians 2:8- 10), (Philippians 

2:13-16) do everything without complaining and quarrelling and Jesus will have reason for 

being proud of you on the day of Christ. 

WAYS IN WHICH JESUS RESPONDED TO THOSE WHO EVADE GOD IN THE NEW 

TESTAMENT 

 He was friendly to public sinners and responded positively to everyone irrespective of 

social status e.g. tax collectors e.g.  Zachaeus, Mathew, Mary Magdalene. 

 He condemned Pharisees who were hypocrites and believed themselves to be 

righteous. 

 Jesus advised them to base their trust on grace of God and serve all people equally. 

 Jesus made miracles e.g. healed the lame, sick lepers, raised the dead and fed the hungry 

all this he did to bring people closer to God and bring happiness to people. 

 He changed the Law of Moses and gave a new teaching where he gave the greatest law 

of love. 

 Jesus gave the perspective of a new life to the lonely and those with meaningless lives 

e.g. Zachaeus, Mary Magdalene and others. 
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 He detested divorce and advocated for permanence is marriage i.e. encouraging 

indissolubility and permanence in marriage 

 He taught disciples prayers and encouraged them to have complete trust in God. 

 He condemned their religious pride where they considered themselves as the only 

chosen people of God. 

REASONS WHY JESUS WAS REJECTED BY THE JEWS 

 The Jews did not want to believe that he was a Son of God 

 Jesus associated with women who were considered inferior  

 Jesus was from a poor back ground and they refused to accept him as a ruler. His father 

was a carpenter. 

 Jesus associated with people of other races like prostitutes, sinners and as a holy Man 

He was not supposed to be with them. 

 He preached in parables which confused many people and would not understand. 

 He exposed hypocrisy of religious leaders publicly 

 He had conflicting ideas like give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what 

belongs to God. 

 He had a humble origin 

 He was a friend of gentiles who were not considered before. 

 He was young and therefore ignored and not respected by elders 

 He lived as a servant and not a king or ruler i.e. washing of disciple’s feet. 

 He failed to rescue himself from the cross, pain and suffering 

 He lived a celibate life whereas the Jews no ruler was to remain single 

 He died like a criminal by being crucified on the cross. 

How can Jesus teachings help evaders of God and show them that they need God? 

 Jesus associated with everybody irrespective of status and gender therefore people 

should love each other without discrimination. 

 He came to heal relationships man God relationships and he also built the gap between 

gentiles and Jews therefore people should bridge the gap between god and man by 

receiving sacraments, prayer. 

 He taught people to avoid covetousness (greed or lust for wealth) i.e. wanting to 

possess very many things e.g. the rich fool. As Christians we should share the riches we 

have with other. 

 He chose to serve God and others when he tried to overcome temptation by sacrificing 

food, independent Matthew 2: 1-11 therefore Christians should sacrifice these and not 

kill others for these. 
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 He lived the ordinary human way of life so as to bring people closer to God e.g. he was 

born like others, faced temptation, death, suffered like others so as to a human beings 

we should know the pains, frustrations, suffering and death are part of life. 

 He forgave sins and healed diseases e.g. he healed 10 lepers, he healed Jairus’ daughter 

and raised Lazarus and forgave many a prostitute. 

 He taught prayers that bring confidence and trust and dependence on God. 

 Jesus taught that religion is an open searching attitude to god and each other. 

 Jesus taught that god’s power working in us helps us to accomplish all the responsibility 

given to us by god. 

 The holy spirit left among people guides them and helps them to live according to 

gospel values because the spirit was left in us, has to continue living in us and guide us. 

QUESTIONS 

1. (a) What factors tend to make people forget or run away from God in Uganda today. 

    (b) Explain whether or not traditional Africans faced a similar situation  

     (c) What should a Christian do to remain faithful to God in this situation? 

2. (a) Show the ways in which God revealed himself to the people of Israel in the old 

testament times. Are these ways different from the ways God reveals himself today give 

reason for your answer. 

    (b) In what ways did God reveal himself to people in traditional Africa (1941?) 

3 (a) what evidence is there to show that people are evading God in Uganda today. 

   (b) What Christian teaching will help them to get committed (1992) 

4 (a) from your knowledge for church history, show how Christians have at times turned to 

worshiping other than God. 

    (b) Are similar things happening in the church in Uganda today? Explain your answer. 

(1993) 

5 (a) Show how the practice of witchcraft affected the lives of the people of traditional 

Africa. 

   (b) What factors make it difficult to Christians today to live true Christian lives (1994?) 

6 (a) Suggest reasons why some people flee from Christian 

   (b) Identify the religious practices that sparked off the information. 
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   (c) Point out the ways in which religions is a form of man’s evasion of God. (1995) 

7 (a) What are the courses of people running away from God or religion today? 

   (b) As a student of C.R.E, how would you help such people to come back to God? 1996 

8 (a) Explain the reasons which make people in the present would evade God. 

   (b) With examples, show how people evade god in the Old Testament and New Testament 

times (1997) 

9 (a) Why do people run away from God or religion today? 

   (b) Give examples, show how some Jews were evading God in times of Jesus 

10 (a) Show the ways the Israelites often turned away from God 

     (b) How have Christians at times turned away from God 1999? 

11 (a) Give evidence to show that people in Uganda are turning away from God 

     (b)How can Jesus’ teaching help such people to see that they need God 2000? 

12 (a) Explain the causes of irreligion in our society 

     (b)What is the church doing to bring people back to God (2001?) 

13 (a) Explain how magic and witchcraft can lead to evasion of God in the African tradition 

     (b) How did people evade God in church history (2002?) 

14 (a) Give reasons why people tend to create their own Gods 

     (b) Show how a Christian can express his/ her loyalty to God today (2003) 

15 (a) In what ways did the Israelites evade God? 

     (b) Give and explain the different reasons that contribute to people’s doubt of the 

existence of God today 

16 (a) Show how the prophets in the Old Testament help their people to remain faithful to 

God 

     (b) What are the factors that make it difficult for people to live a true Christian life 

today? 
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