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S3 TERM 3 HOLIDAY WORK 2019 

 
THE SECOND ANGLO BOER WAR 

CAUSES 
It was called the white man’s war, fought between the British and Boers. 
The British forces were led by General Robert and Boers by Smuts Burtha. 
It was a combination of many misunderstanding, mistrust and suspicion and rivalry between the Boers and 
British. 
It was also known as the Boer war of independence, a clash between whites Africans were not concerned. 

DUE 
Increased Boer nationalism and determination to protect their independence under Paul Kruger. 
The British wanted to revenge on the Boers, not ready to reconcile after the Jameson raid. 
Violation of the Pretoria Convention of 1881 by the Boers in Transvaal, this forced the British government 
declare war on the Boers. 
Economic rivalry between Transvaal and Cape to colony created the war atmosphere like railway project, 
conflict between the British and Germany. 
Other European powers threatened the British political and economic interests like Belgians from Congo, 
German from Namibia, Portuguese from Anglo and, Mozambique. 
Failure of the Jameson raid of 1895 which increased conflict between the British and Boers. The British felt 
humiliated and wanted to revenge on thee Boers, yet Boers were more determined to resist. 
Sir Alfred’s appointment as an imperial high commissioner to South Africa sparked off the war. 
Wanted to eliminate the Boers in the political affairs of South Africa Cecil Rhodes wanted all Boers out of 
South Africa. 

 

Greed for mineral wealth in South Africa, that is gold, diamonds in Kimberly and Winterland. 
The Boers despised the British local military record and knew would get help from Natal, Orange Free State of 
German. 
Rise of British imperialism, accuse need for intervention. 

RESULTS / EFFECTS / IMPACT OF THE 2ND ANGLO BOER WAR 
A number of people lost lives and property about 6000 Boers, 22000 Britain killed. A good number of Boers 
imprisoned that the Scorched couth policy was used by both the British and Boers hence a lot of destruction. 
It disrupted economic activities like agriculture and commerce, famine was the outcome. 
People stayed in camps as a result many got infectious diseases like diarrhea typhoid. 
The British defeated the Boers because they had a lot of support from Britain, Austria and Canada Boers never 
got foreign support. 
It made a way for the apartheid policy that is Africans were greatly discriminated in all aspects of life. 
The Africans lost a lot of their land to the whites like the Zulu, Basuto lost their valuable land. 
The powerful Bantu warriors like Zulu, Swazi and Basuto were disarmed by the whites at the end of the war. 
Paul Kruger president of Transvaal was disappointed by defeat of the Boers, he left for Europe and died later. 
The war led to solidarity and led a foundation for the 1910 Act of Union, 1908 Convention. 
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A lot of misery and suffering on the side of Africans, they were displaced in camp, over 100,000 were there 
by the time the war ended. 
African nationalism was boosted and formation African national congress thus coming up of strong 
personalities like Nelson Mandela. 
It was very costly to both the British and Boers, the British the economy was weakened, the Britain British 
gave 3,000,000 for the work of economic and social reconstruction, and an enormous development loan free 
of interest. Export fall, there being an economic. 
Africans who had refused to work during the war were punished heavily. 
The whites made a military alliance against the blocks. The British stopped helping the blacks. 
Whites promoted the Dutch and English languages and Boers stopped discriminating British goods labour 
was scarce in mines by 1902 10000 whites 45000 black yet 1899 the number was doubled 
THE NATIONAL CONVENTION (1908) 

AIMS  

 It was a body of whites? Organization of whites which was to present debate and passes a new 

constitution it was held in Durban between October and November. 

 The delegates came from each of the four white colonies ie cape, natal, Orange Free State and 

Transvaal. 

 Observers from Rhodesia were also present. 

 The Boers had Botha smuts as their representative. 

 The cape representatives were the only ones who represented both Europeans and nonwhite 

voters. 

 To discuss the nature and details of the proposed union/federation 

 The need to debate and pass a new constitution. 

 To decide on the acceptable formula for a union constitution. 

 To decide on the nature of franchise i.e. voting rights and public elections. 

 To consider the question of the ratio politics. 

 The economic trade barrier that existed between the Boer and British republics needed to be 

removed. 

 To debate the nature of government to be formed. 

 The need for reconciliation and provide unity between the two ie British and the Boers. 

 The British were scared of the increasing Boer strength and nationalism. 

 The British feared that the Boers would create friendship or alliance with the Germans. 

 The desire to clear all the political, social, and economic barriers that had stood in the way of 

the union. 

 The issue of national language. 

 The issue of the location of the headquarters and capital city of the federation. 

TERMS OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 

 The convention drafted the union constitution of South Africa. 

 The British were to head the union 

 The union was to be headed by a governor general appointed by the upper chambers. 

 The non-whites were not to sit in the union parliament. 

 Male adult whites were the only ones to vote. 

 The former colonies were to be called provinces of natal British. 

 The Dutch and English languages were to be equal i.e. the official languages. 

 One parliament was proposed for the union at the cape, Transvaal and Orange Free State. 
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 There was to be one Supreme Court and judiciary to be based at Bloemfontein in Orange Free 

State. 

 The executive capital of the union was to be established in Pretoria in Transvaal 

 The parliament was to be based in Cape Town. 

 There was to be complete equality between the British and the Dutch. 

 Provisions were made to include the British territories of Botswana Lesotho and Swaziland in 

future. 

 Recognition was made for the non-white voters only in the Cape Province and natal. 

 The name Orange Free State was to replace Orange River colony which had been used since 1900. 

 The governor general was to be assisted by 10 ministers chosen from the lower and upper 

chambers.  

 
 
THE VEREENIGING TREATY 1902 
The Vereeniging meeting took place in the city of Vereeniging south of Johannesburg in the Transvaal state 
near the small town of Meyrton. 
The treaty was between the victorious British and the Vanquished Boers especially those in Transvaal who 
noted the continuity of war. 
The treaty was signed on 31/05/1902. The Boers were represented by general Smuts, Botha and Hertzog. The 
British represented by Alfred Milner and Lord Kitchener. 

 

AIMS 
Ending the second Anglo Boer war of 1902, both parties were tired. 
End hostility between the Boers and British. 
Eternal unity so that they forget their past and paved away forward. 
It was to prepare away for the formation of the South African union. 
To decide on the issue of citizenship and voting rights in South Africa. 
Get a solution over the official language to be used in South Africa. 
To find away forward for restoring / reviving the destroyed economy of South Africa. 
Pave away for the making of the draft constitution for South Africa. 
Wanted the whites to control the politics and economy of South Africa. 

 

TERMS 
Transvaal and Orange Free State were to loss their independence and become British colonies. 
Orange Free State was to become Orange River colony. 
The Boer provinces of Transvaal promised independence in the near future. 
The Boers were to accept the British flag in their areas and accept the British crown as their head. 
Boers were to lay down their arms and the British soldiers were to be withdrawn. 
English and Dutch languages were to become the official languages. 
The British were to stop supporting / defend Africans. 
All Africans were to be disarmed. 
The Boers were to keep arms to defend themselves against the stubborn Africans. 
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The British were to give the Boers f3 million (three million pounds) as compensation and f30 million (30 
million pounds) as development loans. 

 

 
EFFECTS ON THE TREATY ON WHITES 

The two Boer independent states Orange Free State and Transvaal lost their independence and became British 
colonies. 
Created a foundation on which the British and Boers built for years. 
Placed South Africa in the hands of the whites, because they alone were declared true citizens of the country. 
Boers lost Swaziland as it was declared a British protectorate. 
It produced new leaders for the Boers like Louis Both from Transvaal, Hertzog from Orange Free State. 
Boosted Boer nationalism and by 1908 Transvaal and Orange River Colony had pushed for their 
independence. 
The treaty put the Boers and British on equal footing. 
It created peace among the whites and Anglo Boer conflicts reduced. 
Land a union of South Africa which materialized in 1910. 
Destroyed a possible German Portuguese intrusion into South Africa politics. 
The Boer economy was boosted by the British extension of large sums of money to them like 3 million pounds 
was extended as compensation, 30 million as development fund. 
Cleared the way for the national convention of 1908 which confirmed union of all whites in South Africa. 
Led to the destruction of Kruger’s, because he was exiled and died. 

 

EFFECTS ON AFRICANS 
Ground for passing apartheid was legalized, Africans greatly mistreated. 
Africans lost their independence, no longer had British protection. 
African military resistances were undermined since the whites made a military alliance against the Africans. 
Treaty promoted African nationalism since the whites intensified their hostility against them. 
Africans who deserted work during the war were punished. 
Many Africans died especially those who remained in the camps. 
Africans were disarmed and it became illegal for them to own arms. 
Africans lost their land, property to the whites. 
Reserves for the Africans which were very dry were created. 
Africans became very poor because they did not here any financial help. 
Boosted African demand for their rights and in 1912 formed  
the ANC. 
 

THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 1908 
It was a meeting / conference between Boers and British. 
It took place in the capital of natal (Durban) in 1908 just after the Vereeniging peace treaty. 
The representatives of the meeting came from all the white states. 
Boers representative were led by botha , Hertzog smurts and dewet while the British were led by Dr jameson. 
The convention was held on October 1908 and it was a major step towards the union of south Africa. 
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Even the whites in southern and northern Rhodesia wer also invited to act as advisors. 
TERMS OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 
QN What were the terms of the anglo boer conference in Durban. 
What was discussed between boers and british in the National convention of 1908? 
The boers and the british discussed long term plans and short term plans in the national convention as 
discussed below 
The queen of England was able to be the overall head of the union government. 
The queen was to be represented by a governor general based at the cape. 
The governor was to be helped by an elected prime minister. 
The prime minister was to be helped by 10 ministers. 
There was to be one parliament for the union  

 

THE 1910 ACT OF UNION 
WHY THE UNION / FEDERATION (GENERAL NEW) 
It was a federation of two Boer republics (Transvaal and Orange Free State) and two British provinces Natal 
and Cape Provinces. 

 

Need to form the basis of a stable nation and government of the Boers and British. 
It was signed between the British and Boers. 
The first people to have a vision for a union were Sir Governor and Lord Caravan the British secretary for 
colonies. 
The union aimed at caving internal friction among the whites that is Anglo Boer conflicts, and also deal with 
rival European powers. 
Able administrators would be got, since the group would be big and South Africa would be stronger. 
Need to strengthen racism towards Africans, hence control black labour. 
Wanted a united white South Africa to intimidate the Bantu, so that there would be a less danger of a Bantu 
combined attack. 
Commerce would increase, because trade would be liberalized and even a bigger market would be created. 
Help cure boundary challenges for example between Orange Free State and the Cape. 
The new mineral wealth would be shared more equally in the union. 
The British wanted to be freed from the military expenses of maintain troops in South Africa by transferring 
the burden to the union. 
Britain wanted to hide behind the federation and spread imperialism in South Africa and beyond. 
The Boer republics were viewed by the British as too poor to maintain a modern government. 

 

WHAT LED TO THE SOUTH AFRICA ACT OF UNION OF 1910? 
It was a federation of the Boers and British settlers in South Africa signed. 
It was a constitution under which the four colonies of Orange free state and Transvaal under the Boers and 
Cape colony and Natal under the British came together to form the union of south Africa. 
Formed and started operating on 31st / 05/1910 with Louis Botha and Smuts as the leaders. 
Aimed at ending the long term enmity between the Boers and British and the British wanted to destroy Boer 
independence. 
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The British had a fear that the Boers could ally any time with the Germans and Portuguese and torture her. 
The treaty of vereeninging of 1902 after the 2nd Anglo Boar created a fertile ground for the union. 
Need to avoid competition between the British and Boers and exploit South Africa politically and 
economically. 
Scared of Africans who had become nationalistic very fast who would unite and throw whites out of South 
Africa. 
Need to lower cost / cut cost in the white areas by creating one administration 
The disappearance of hard cores like Kruger, Jobert made Anglo Boer cooperation and Selbourne. 
Have a common policy towards the Africans and get their labour because the many industries needed more 
unskilled labour. 
Need to contain the increased number of Indians who had even started making political and economic 
demand. 
Avoid competition in trade and commerce and instead share it. 
 

WHY THE UNION FORMATION WAS DELAYED? 
The Afrikaners did not want a federation, yet the British did not want a unitary form of government. 
Conflict over the official language and national language to be used till both English and the Dutch were 
adopted as equal languages. 
There was a fight between the Boers and British were the capital city would be. 
The nature of franchise to be adopted would harmonies their racial policies in respect to the Africans. 
Had allot of commercial competition between the Boers and British, this hindered the union. 
The desire by the British to have an over whelming impact on the draft constitution. 
Non cooperation to shoulder the financial burden of having a large / big administrative structure in form of a 
union. 
Arrogance of the Boers who believed they were God’s chosen pure race which should not be mixed with the 
British. 
“Road blocks” or some Boer men who were full of Boer pride like Paul Kruger and Jourbert. 
Presence of Caravan who led earlier union attempts were arrogant not gentle like Selbourne. 
The sand river and Bloemfontein conventions which granted the Boers independence made them more 
arrogant. 
Relegation debated about the union in London, thus the union appeared to be a British thing. 
The Kaete award which robbed the Boers off their diamond fields spoilt the Anglo Boers relationships. 
The Jameson raid 1895 made the Boers believe that the British wanted to over shadow them. 
Presence / role played by Cecil Rhodes, Jameson, who made it clear that the whole of South Africa would be 
painted red “British imperialism” 
 

TERMS OF THE UNION 
The union was headed by the governor general as the Queen’s representative and was appointed by the 
British. 
The governor assisted the ten ministers; union parchment was supreme authority over Transvaal, Orange 
Free State, Natal and Cape colony. 
Union parliament to have two house that is house of assembly Clower house and senate (upper house). 
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Members of the senate were to serve for 10 years while assembly members for five years. 
Voting of franchise were to be limited to Europeans were excluded from the parliament. 
A white missionary was to however to be nominated to represent the interests of the Africans. 
Very rich or wealthy African were to be allowed a very limited degree of political freedom only in the Cape 
and Natal . 
The British were to be given some responsibilities over Basoto land, Rhodesia and Bachuna land. 
The four colonies stopped being called instead to be called provinces of the union. 
Each province was to have a council for health and education and the parliamentary head quarters were to 
be established at Cape Town. 
Orange River Colony was to be renamed Orange Free State and its capital Bloemfontein became the judicial 
capital. 
English and Dutch to be official languages and there be complete equality between the two languages. 
 

EFFECTS OF THE UNION 
The whites became very strong in South Africa as the blacks were weakened; or put in an inferior position. 
The union constitution promoted racism, the 1911, mines and workers acts put Africans to lowly labour. 
Africans were put in poor reserves after the land act where there lived miserable lives. 
Africans to stay in their residences only, and only residence outside their resides when working for whites. 
Apartheid was promoted with all its negative effects like segregation in education, health. 
The whites took over the fertile land which formerly belonged to the Africans, African economy weakened. 
The British stopped protecting Africans’ rights and Africans lost hope of getting independence. 
The economic, social and political aspect of South Africa was dominated by whites. 
Cooperation among the four white colonies were strengthened while Africans became under developed, 
backward leading to  poor standards of living. 
It led to the growth of Shanty town and slums which Africans were forced to live in. 
South African resources were fully exploited especially minerals, Lesotho, Swaziland and Botswana suffered 
economic blockade from South Africa. 
The union became a burden for the neighbors because the whites raided their neighbors for political reasons. 
South Africa became the most powerful country economical especial on the African continent. 

 

THE BAMBATA REBELLION 1906 
It was a war led by a Zulu chief or Induna known as Bambata against the British 

CAUSES 
Presence of able leaders called Bambata who at first had been dismissed but he reappeared and caused 
anxiety among the Zulu. 
Bambata had at first been dismissed as a chief for failing to pay taxes. 
It was during the time of Dinizulu who had been demoted, departed and then demoted to a mere position of a 
headman. 
The Zulu were not happy about their kingdom into thirteen units. 
The long held mistrust and suspicion between the whites and the Zulu, right from the time of the Great trek. 
Wanted to regain their independence this had been grabbed by the British on 14 / 07 / 1879. 
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The annexation of Zulu land by Natal made the Europeans rash to Zulu land in large numbers and led to the 
grabbing of land in large numbers. 
Introduction of heavily taxation that is poll tax of one pound per head, it was brutally collected by 
government officials. 
Harsh labour laws were introduced where Africans were forced to work under very harsh conditions to with 
very low pay. 
Opposed the increment inland rents and the turning of the Zulu into tenants in their motherland. 
The rise of Ethiopianism that is led by the Ethiopian church which advocated for Africa for Africans. They 
preached against the whites which led to thee  rebellion. 
Racial discrimination the British treated Africans or less human/ inferior race. 
Success over the British at Isandlwana inspired the Zulu they believed that if  
they had succeeded at first against the British history would repeat itself  . 
Wide spread famine, people had to survive by looting, raiding so as to survive this led to clashes. 
Out break of diseases like rinderpest  and killing of infected animals made the Zulu believe that the British 
had brought the disease. 
The Anglo-Boer war motivated them to fight because thee British were defected, the Zulu believed the British 
were tired of fighting. 

IMPACT/ RESULT OF THE REBELION   
There was loss of life this led to depopulation. Bambata killed. 
There was a lot of destruction of properly this led to a lot misery suffering and poverty. 
Economic decline because of great losses like cattle, agriculture and trade. 
In addition to the above many people feared to go out for garden work this led to  famine out break. 
Africans lost more land and were pushed into reserves that is they were displaced. 
African lost their independence but let to the rise and growth of African National congress. 
Racial discrimination of the Africans increased the white more than ever under looked Africans. 
Traditional leaders lost trust in traditional beliefs and a number of them adopted the Western culture or 
Christianity. 
The tradition leaders lost authority among their subjects especially after the death of Bambata. 
Dinizulu and other political leader were arrested because they were suspected of having supported the 
rebellion. 
The reform was instituted that is change of methods in administration for example the 1908 bill advocated 
for a representation of Africans in the legislative council. 
The Zulu learnt a lesson about armed rebellion against colonial administration; they had to seek peaceful 
means to resist colonialism. 
The British administration worsened that is they became more strict over the political freedom of the Zulu. 

WHY THE REBELLION WASN’T A SUCCESS [MUST EXPLAIN IN YOUR OWN WORDS]  
Africans were not very much united that is only the Zulu of Zords fought . 
Africans refused to help Africans. 
Africans fought using poor tactics/ out dated tactics so they were easily got and defeated. 
Use of inferior/ out dated weapons like spears, arrows, sticks made Africans to be easily defeated. 
African economy too poor could not sustain a war because it was very expensive. 
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Natural calamites like drought and disease only weakened Africans further. 
Africans never planned well for the rebellion, they never expected to be very challenging. Dinizulu refused to 
join. 
The whites were very determined to colonize the blacks at whatever cost would take. 
Use of traditional beliefs among Africans failed the war. Africans believed in magic, witchcraft to give them. 

 

NAMA HERERO REVOLT 1904 – 1907 
What was the Nama Herero rebellion? 
It was a rebellion among the Herero and Nama of Namibia against German rule  
It was organized and led by Samuel Maherero, Hendrick Witboi and Jacob Morenga 
CAUSES OF THE NAMA HREORO REBELLION  
The need to over throw German rule and regain their independence  
Increased population of the Germans and failure of Germans to compensate Africans for the lost land. 
Loss of cattle through unfair means like stealing, raiding and scientific breeding, thus reduction of cattle. 
Forced labour on plantations they worked but were paid peanuts / very little compared to the work done or 
no payment at all. 
The Nam – Herero economy was weakened, because of heavy taxation and bad methods of collecting them. 
German harsh rule for example public flogging of Africans on German farms 
Undermining traditional authority by the Germans, they felt the Africans leadership was inferior. 
Idea of disarmament scared the Africans they felt they were too inferior and insecure any time they would be 
attacked by the Germans. 
Prophetic influence of Starman who prophesied that the Africans would be victorious in the war. 
 

REASONS WHY THE REBELLION WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL 
Lack of unity among Africans, they were not willing to fight as a team often revealed their secrets to the 
whites. 
Africans had very inferior weapons compared to the Germans who were having superior and up to date 
weapons. 
The Germans learnt earlier on about the rebellion so they were prepared to crush it. 
Epidemics weakened the Africans like malaria, sleeping sickness. 
The Germans were very ruthless, because it was a period of the scramble and part ion of Africa. 
The Germans were very determined and even monitored full scale counter offensive. 
Extermination order by General Trother, whereby every Herero was to be killed that is man, women and 
child. Also used scorched earth policy. 
The Africans believed in spirit which could fight their wars unfortunately the spirits let them down. 
Lack of experience and training among Africans, plus weakened African leadership. 
 

RESULTS OF THE NAM – HERERO 
Africans were defeated leading to the failure of the revolt, which is Africans lost their independence to the 
Germans. 
African chiefs were overthrown and replaced by the German harsh officials who mistreated Africans. 
Germans introduced harsh direct policy which failed. 
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There was an influx of German settlers in Namibia who opened up plantation farming but with a lot of 
hardships to the Africans. 
Africans were forced to work with or without any pay this heavily exploited. 
In the name of developing Namibia, the Germans introduced heavy taxes yet the methods of collecting these 
taxes. 
Human rights were violated in Namibia like murder, torture, imprisonment, arbitrary arrest by the Germans. 
There was wide spread of Christianity in Namibia which undermined culture, religion and values in Namibia. 
Property was lost like cattle due to war and rinderpest this led to decline in the economy of Namibia. 
There was misery and suffering due to overcrowding, diseases and starvation in the reserves as many 
Africans had been displaced. 
Development of infrastructure took place that is roads, towns, railways at the expense of Africans suffering in 
Namibia. 
Sometimes collaborated with the Germans, this increased tension and conflicts among the Africans thus 
disunity for example Herero collaborated with the Germans for some times. 
Led to influx of refugees in the neighboring countries like Botswana, Zambia, South Africa, and Zimbabwe. 
Africans were disarmed in Namibia and they remained inferior in military welfare and vulnerable. 
 
THE BANTUSTANS (BUDDING STATES ACT TO CHIEF BUTHOLEZI) 
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WHAT WERE BANTUSTANS / CAUSES? 

There were homelands or reserves set up by whites for the settlement of African / homes for Africans or 
blacks  
Bantustans included Tanskei, Ciskei for the Xhosa, Kwazulu for Tsongo and Shongan Venda fro the Lebowa, 
Ganzakulu, Basotho, Qwaqwa, for the Swazi Ndebele and Kwazulu Natal for the Zulu. 
Dr. Malan’s nationalist government championed apartheid, was the first step not only new ministry of native 
affairs came up headed by Dr. H.F Verwoerd. 

Causes  
Aimed at seperatng the two races Africans and whites in separate places, Africans poor areas whites rich 
areas. 
Develop the African area into self governing territories for the Africans or Bantu, also be self sufficient. 
Wanted to govern South Africa economically as whites, and have a South African common wealth. 
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Positive apartheid “Ruled by the whites and control them” that is the whites wanted to control Africans at a 
distance so that the world to perceive it as independence / separation. 
The racist regime and the whites of South Africa were afraid of a possible united action by non whites / 
Africans. 
Whites wanted to maintain their supremacy and domination and weaken the Africans by dividing them into 
small groups based on tribes, because if they were united they could easily defeat the whites. 
Whites would easily have allies or spies among Africans, Africans would easily quarrel and disagree. 
Set up to promote separate development in favour of blacks fertile areas / towns belong to whites the slummy 
/ poor areas to blacks. 
Have a bank for labour for the whites, that is in case of necessity would go to the Bantustans. 
To senny Africans communication among themselves thus kill the spirit of nationalism, since  to was hard to 
meet one another. 
Promote / create security to the whites, by isolating Africans who could have been a potential enemy. 
Wanted to direct African attention away from Pretoria to their home areas / Bantu homeland. 
Ensure South Africa whites controlled Africans in all parts of life economically, politically and socially. 

 

EFFECTS OF THE BANTUSTANS 
ON AFRICANS 
Africans were ealoved and continued to be in a misery state till 1994 when South Africa got independence. 
Africans became very poor because the Bantustans were not economically liable / productive. 
Africans who resisted were killed, some arrested and tortured and a state of emergency was declared in the 
troubled areas. 
The black people became very weak in military terms and could not fight the whites. 
Africans suffered from the bad conditions in the homelands leading to low standards of living. 
The blacks were mistaken in all aspects social, political and economically and they lost their self esteem, thus 
segregation / apartheid increased. 
Africans lost love for their nation and themselves, that is suffered disunity because they betrayed each other. 
Africans were looked as second hand citizens, useless and only providers of unskilled labour. 
Africans lost their fertile land  
TO WHITES 
The whites dominated the political lives of Africans, they could decide for Africans their leaders. 
The whites became very rich for wealthier than their brothers in Europe. 
The white men took over most of the fertile land in Africa and established plantations. 
Whites were hated would wide because they were mistreating the Africans. 
It was the whites who controlled major political aspects in the Bantustans like military, external affair. 
Nationalism of the white man was boosted as they got more determined than ever to take over South Africa. 

QUESTION 
How successful was the Bantustans policy by 1970? 

 

APARTHEID 
DEFINITION / WHAT IS APARTHEID? 
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It was or is an African word meaning separateness that is keeping races apart, policy of racial segregation, 
based on white domination was a policy of separate development that is territorial that is whites developed 
separately from the native areas. 
The white men feared to be over whelmed by thee Africans while wanted to maintain their culture. 
It was the creation of Bantustans, reserves or separation of whites and Africans. 

AIMS / CAUSES OF APARTHEID 
The whites feared to be overwhelmed by the majority who were Africans 
The white race wanted to maintain their culture and superiority by mistreating blacks. 
Wanted Africans to live alone in reserves or Bantustans many a time you could find roads, restaurants, hotels 
for whites only and also for “non whites” whites took the best facilities. 
Never wanted the races to mix at anyone time in life and opposed the Christians principles of equality of all 
races. 
Aimed at reducing nationalistic feelings among Africans by separating them into homelands based on tribes 
so that they would now unite and fight whites. 
Wanted a constant supply of labour from African homelands that is Africans would be put in homelands so 
that any time labour is wanted they would be called upon. 
Whites wanted the Africans to be kept backwards in political terms by not being involved in the affairs of the 
country. 
Wanted to avoid competition for work between poor whites and Africans, by oppressing Africans or not 
giving them work. 
It was to ensure that Africans are controlled at a distance in case they thought of any rebellion it would be 
suppressed easily. 
Apartheid would serve as a basis of all activities in South Africa. 

APPLICATION OF APARTHEID 
EDUCATION 
It was applied in all aspects that social, economic and political. 
In education the kind of education given for poor jobs, because they were trained in agriculture, brick laying. 
Africans were educated in their local language or mother tongues and whites made sure Africans never 
receive academic and professional training. 
Africans got only agriculture lessons. 
High education for Africans in towns was banned and Bantu education was removed from the hands of white 
missionaries. 
1959 the university acts expelled Africans from white universities like Xhosa from Fort Here, Zulu to Ngoye 
and colored to Belleville. 
The education system promoted ethic studies rather than the study of South Africa as a whole. 
African trained in schools built in their reserves to prepare Africans play their role in society more effectively 
without encouraging them to compete for skilled jobs with whites. 

EMPLOYMENT 
There was a lot of segregation skilled and semi skilled employment was reserved for whites alone and 
Africans got only unskilled jobs. 
The mines and work act of 1911 for bid employment of Africans as professionals. 
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1937 government industrial act denied Africans membership in any registered trade union. 
1951 the nat6ive builders’ workers’ act prohibited the employment of Africans as skilled workers in towns. 

 
LAND OWNERSHIP 

The land act of 1913 restricted Africans from residing outside their districts, land was divided into two “for 
whites” and “for Africans”  
Bantustans were created for Africans and other better places for whites. 
In order to move outside their villages they had to get permission (passes) and were not to stay out for more 
than three days. 
Africans got permits to enter towns and were not to stay for more than 72 hours. 
Africans give 13% of the land which was infertile and whites took over 87% of the land. 
Africans were not allowed to hire in towns of whites, here to live about 20 KM away from towns. 
Asians and colored who had shops and property in European areas were not allowed to use them. 

 
MARRIAGE 

Interracial marriage  was not allowed that is between whites and black. 
Sexual intercourse between Africans and whites were banned and punishable heavily if caught. 
In other areas all people were to register according to race that iis whites, coloureds, Assians and blacks. 
Africans to vote only in the Bantusatns, this denied full political rights, removed from the Cape natives voters. 
19913 indians were banned from enterinig South Africa. 
African thoughout the country to elect four Europeans to represent them in the senate. To be elected by 
electoral colleges. 
Native representative set up a native representative council of sixteen African members, 12 to be elected and 
four nominated. This council could advise government on native affairs although their advise was useless. 
Newspapers thought to be supporting African nationalists were to be banned. 

EFFECTS OF APARTHEID 
On Africans 
Africans were demoralized because there were denied self determination. 
The Africans were not able to exploit their potential fully, because such chances were there. 
Africans became very miserable or second class citizens with poor social facilities like hospitals. 
Violent protests cropped out for example the Sharpeville demonstration of 1960, Soweto uprising of 1970. 
A number of people died because of the many rebellions, for example Soweto, Sharpeville uprisings. 
Africans and whites became enemies and they dreamt of killing as many as possible. 
Africans were discriminated by the whites, Africans became prisoners in their own homes, because they were 
not allowed to move freely. 
A lot of African land was lost and the blacks adopted a cash economy. 
Africans migrated to urban areas creating a migrant labour economy in the urban areas. 
There was a break down in African cultural norms and a new group of educated / westernized people came 
up. 
Africans were forced in to the Bantustans / Bantu home lands which were full of misery / misunderstanding. 
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It led to the boast of African nationalism as many blacks recognized themselves and asked / fought for their 
independence for example Nelson Mandela. 
On whites 
The whites got most of the fertile land and became very risch after exploiting African wealth. 
Whites became the first class citizens and first class resources and boosted over the Africans. 
The white men got a lot of cheap labour from the blacks. 
Whites got skilled and semi skilled jobs to work in factories, industries. 
Whites dominated the politics of South African like military, external affairs. 
The Boers / whites dominated South Africa and made it powerful economically up to date. 
Made South Africa to attract many whites and make it a white man’s land. 
FRONT LINE STATES CONTRIBUTION / AGAINST APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA 
There were countries that came together to rescue the republic of South Africa against apartheid. 
Countries included Zambia, Uganda, Tanzania, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Algeria, and Libya.  
Founded by frontline presidents like Julius Nyerere, Kenneth Kauda of zambia, Milton Obote of Uganda, Sam 
Nujoma of Namibia, Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, Samora Machel of Mozambique. 
At first they were states bordering south Africa  but later involved other African state as well. 
Tanzania was the headquarter of the frontline states, with Julius Nyerere as the first frontline president. 
Frontline states were OAU members therefore operated on the principle of the OAU African solidarity. 
It was formed to beef up for efforts / initiatives of the OAU in the decolonization of South Africa and guinea 
Bissau. 
Called for immediate independence of south Africa, self determination, provided training grounds to south 
Africa guerillas like in Uganda, Tanzania, Mozambique. 
Provided guerillas with logistics like food, medicine, arms. Guerilla provided with bases like Kawewata and 
Kayunga in Uganda to ANC fighters. 
Convinced Europe that apartheid could be changed peacefully. 
Encouraged africans to contribute a certain percentage of  the wealth towards the freedom struggle / part of 
the budget. 
Inspired ANC fighter because must states enjoyed political freedom and independence convinced UN to put 
sanctions on South Africa. 
Provided scholarship / education to South Africans who later led the struggled stores of successful liberation. 
Stood as the mouth piece for the voiceless Africans that is spoke violent against apartheid. 
Voiced out resentments through the press that is radio, magazine, journals and so on. 
Offered supply routes for personal and weapons especially Port Maputo in Mozambique. Asked for support 
from internal bodies that is role of OAU, NAM, Arab league. 
Formed South Africa development coordination council to foster unity. 
Laid ground for the release of Nelson Mandela. 
Held talks between ANC and Pretoria regime, to ensure that Africans are given freedom. 
mobilized financial and material support from frontline members for the struggle. Gave a slum to South 
Africans political refugees like Oliver Tambo. 
Used sanctions to isolate and weaken South African racist government. 
In sports boycotted international games involving South africa. 
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Imposed trade embargoes economic sanctions to bring down the South African economy. 
Diplomatic sanctions were also imposed that no issuing south africa visa to frontline state hence isolating her. 
Called for solidarity and togetherness among ANC fighters, asked for support from communist countries like 
violent approach or militancy in the end of apartheid. 
Hosted many conferences to lay strategies for the struggle in various cities of member states like Tango, Dar 
es Salaam, and Kampala  
Discouraged western European and American governments from selling arms / weapons to South Africa. 
1970 Kauda a front line president led a delegation to western European capitals to discourage them from 
selling arms to South Africa. 
Campaigned against unpopular laws like Bantustans, educational and employment law. 

 
What problems did the nationalist face during this struggle? 
Tribal disunity due to various ethnic groups and power clashes due to greed for political power. 
Ideological differences that is capital against communists believers. 
Lack of strong leadership that is determined and capable especially in the beginning. 
Wide spread poverty due to peasant African economies. 
Betrayal by some African state like Malawi, Zaire that is betrayed South Africa anti-apartheid struggle. 
African states had military weakness that is inferior weapons, poor tactic training and so on. 
Had high illiteracy and ignorance rates among Africans because of poor education. Quality of education to 
africans backwards / poor. 
Poor transport network that is inferior weapons, poor tactics, training and so on. Poor communication and 
coordination between villages and urban centers. 
South African racist government was economically strong and military strong. 
Whites controlled commerce and trade and all productive mineral areas. 
Exploited African land thus emerged a lot of wealth 
Roles of USA which frustrated African efforts to end apartheid supported apartheid in terms of arms and 
finance. 
The role of Britain, France also did frustrate efforts to end apartheid, in line with increasing number of white 
settlers in South Africa. 
The continued desire by the whites to exploit African resources using divide and rule that is effects of 
Bantustans in terms of dividing Africans. 
The role of Chief Buthelezi leader of the Inkathe movements promoted insular nationalism of the Kwezulu. 
Many nationalists were exiled like Oliver Thembo, Nelson Mandela. 
Delayed independence of neighbor states. 
Effects of apartheid and segregation thus suppression of African resistances, riots weakened nationalist 
further banning of political activities. 
The arrest and imprisonment of key leaders like Nelson Mandela led to the delay of the struggle for South 
Africa. 
The killing of key nationalists like Stere Biko frustrated the struggle. Africans were controlled by whites 
through a spy network prepared by the apartheid regime. 
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NAMA - HERERO REBELLION 1904 - 1906 
(WHY DID THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA (NAMIBIA) REBEL AGAINST THE GERMANS) 

The people of south west africa rose under the famous Nama - Herero and the rebellion was against the 
Germans. 
THE Herero were the first and foolwed by the name. Herero was led buy Chief Khoma Herero and Nama by 
Hendrick. 
Germans were led by General Lother Von Trothe. 
It was a climax of the long term conflicts between the Germans and Africans. 
Africans wanted to end the German mal-administration where by they disrespected African authority like 
they weren’t consulted when grabbing land and power. 
Rise of African nationalism i.e. slogan "Africa for Africans" Ethiopians. 
The German rule was very harsh for example there were public flogging, murder and imprisonment of 
Africans. 
They hated the influence of German Christians / missionaries in \ Namibia that is undermining African 
culture. 
There was rampant poverty that had weakened pastoral economy and backbone of the Nama - Herero; 
Africans had lost their fertile land to the Germans. 
Effects of the rail line construction through Herero land; they felt it was a sign of bad luck. 
Africans had lost cattle through raiding and scientific breeding and some cattle died of render pest. 
Out break of natural calamities like drought diseases, this brought about anger among Africans. Germans 
refused them to eat mean from the dead cows. 
The existing enormity between Germans and Africans and failure to settle the conflicts diplomatically / 
peacefully.   
Inspiration of other wars like the Anglo Zulu war of 1879. 
Rise of European imperialism, and increased German population women Africans; by 1903 over 3000 
Germans had settled in Namibia. 
The disarmament order by the Germans incited African rebellions nature encouraged Africans to rebel saying 
they would be protected by the spirits. 
 

EFFECTS OF THE REBELLION 
Africans were defeated by the Germans, they lost their independence. 
Africans lost their independence and African leaders lost their power. 
Some leaders were killed like Hendrick Witboi and Jacob Morenga. 
Many people were wounded and many of them lost their lives. 
The wars led to depopulation about four thirds of the Africans died. Herero were almost wiped out 2000 
Germans killed. 
There was destruction of property Africans lost most of their cattle and became poor. 
Africans were forced to live in reserves; life in the reserves life was poor and miserable to African thus lost the 
dignity. 
Africans were enslaved in the German farms paid very little or no pay at all. 
African freedom of movement was restricted; they all had to carry pass books. 
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It became illegal for Africans to own land and cattle. 
Was costly to the Germans since they used a lot of money to finance it. 
There was a decline in economic activities like trade, agriculture as a result famine cropped out. 
Traditional forms of authority were abolished and Africans abandoned their traditional customs and culture. 
African economy was disorganized and disrupted, heavy taxes were introduced to the Africans and Africans 
lost much of their land. 
Africans lost a lot of their land and cattle and became very poor and miserable. 
There was an increase in African nationalism; Africans got more determined than ever to get their 
independence. 
The war was very costly to the Germans, since they used a lot of money to finance it. 
There was increase in German population, missionary influence in Namibia increased and there was spread 
of Christianity. 
Africans were disarmed hence lost their military strength. 
Led to the collaboration of the Herero and Nama for some time. 
As they collaborated there was increased tension and conflicts. 
There was development of infrastructure like towns, roads, railway. the Germans were harsh at first but later 
had to reduce on their harshness. 

 

GUIDING QUESTION 
EXPLAIN THE REASONS WHY THE NAMA - HERERO REBELLION FAILED 
DESCRIBE THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF THE SHARPSVILLE REBELLION OF 1960 

 

CAUSES OF THE SHARPSVILLE UPRISING 1960 
It was an uprising which was organized by the pan African congress against pass laws and It took place in 
the towns of Langa and Sharpsville.  
Africans were tired of being mistreated and they marched to police stations without passes, so that they can 
be arrested. 
It was on 21 / 03 / 1960, the police men opened fire on a harmless Africans crowed of demonstrators killing 
over 60 people. 
Pass system, limited freedom of movement of Africans and restricted them to slum areas of Sharpsville, Langa 
and Soweto. 
Denied Africans chance to better employment and kept them in poor Bantustans, 
The apartheid regime ordered the apartheid regime to shoot. The police used live bullets instead of rubber 
bullets. 
African demonstrators threw stones at pioneers' car. 
Poor living conditions in Sharpsville like inadequate water, supplies, poor salaries segregation of Africans by 
whites. Increase in rent. 
Effects of apartheid on Africans those very poor harsh labour conditions imposed on Africans, imprisonment 
of Africans without trial. No equality before the law among Africans and blacks. 
Hostile and brutal whites’ response to even peaceful demands. 
Rise of African nationalism and slogans “African for Africans” 
Death of a number of Africans over 60 people died. 
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THE SOWETO UPRISING 1976 (JUNE 16TH) 
Definition  
Soweto is one of the dirty African towns found west of rich Johannesburg rising came up against the 
apartheid regime. 
It was mainly Africans students who engineered them, followed by some industrial workers. The students 
were from Orlando West Junior secondary school. 
The riots made the town of Soweto dark or miserable / horrible for three days. 
It was the bloodiest racial uprising. 
Riots spread to other towns like Cape Town. Port Elizabeth up to September 1976. 

CAUSES  
Introduction of the Afrikaans language as a medium of exchange in schools this would isolate Africans at 
international level, because it had a complex origin. 
The inhabitants of Soweto lived in rough conditions and poverty, yet the whites lived in Luxury in 
Johannesburg. 
For example 1.5 million people lived in houses meant for 600,000 people. 86% had no electricity and 97% no 
running water. 
The Soweto people worked very hard yet were paid very low wages, poor working and living conditions 
Soweto a reservoir of cheap labour. Whites enslaved blacks. 
The determination of young and old a like to resist white domination and discrimination in defence of human 
rights of the Africans. 
Discontentment of the coloureds who were not happy because they had been excluded from the political 
affairs of South Africa. 
Opposed education acts of 1953 which suggested that equality would not be extended to the students. 
Dr. Verwoerd wanted to impart very low technical skills to the African students and the high and advanced to 
the white students. 
Removal of missionaries who were pro- African from the education system led to doom for the African 
future. 
The control of education by the whites, that is were to decide who to study, select teachers and curriculum. 
The education emphasized use of the Bantu languages and not English this could keep Africans backwards for 
ever. 
The Africans were congested in their universities and not given equal care. White students were spent on 
f100 while the Africans were spent on about f6 
Africans were not to get secondary education and had even separate universities which made them not to fit 
in the world of competition. 
The students were tired of the inhuman apartheid laws which included use of passes, making Africans 
poorer, low payments and so many others. 
The reaction of the government which was hostile and brutal made African more violent and determined to 
fight. 
Opposition of the 1974 educational changes by Archbishop Desmond Tutu encouraged students to riot. 
Role of the National Union of the South African students union which discouraged association of African 
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students with the whites. 
Victories of other African groups like IMPLA and FRELIMO made the students have hope that the whites 
could be fought and defeated. 
The coming of the United States of America’s secretary of state Henry Kissinger to south Africa incited 500 
students demonstrated against the visit. 

 

EFFECTS OF THE SOWETO MASSACRE 
A number of people young and old were injured, disabled for life, torture / inhuman treatment. 
Many people lost their lives about 618 were killed during the three days of horror. 
It was Africa’s bloodiest racial uprising. Patterson aged 23 killed too. 
16th June is remembered up to day as the day of the African because innocent African children, students were 
killed opened fire on as they were demonstrating peacefully for their rights. 
OAU condemned the killing of the young people by the apartheid regime, was against the human rights. 
African students had a right to resist. 
UNO condemned it too as a great crime against the conscience and dignity of mankind, international peace 
and stability. 
The all African conference of churches condemned the massacre and accused the western powers for aiding 
or promoting apartheid. 
It led to the death of Stere Biko, who at first was tortured physically mentally and died in police custody in 
1977. 
A state of emergency was declared for 3 months because of the on and on riots. 
Apartheid and Bantustans were condemned and rejected internationally and at home. 
The government banned 13 anti apartheid groups and two black newspapers that is The world and week and 
world. 
The pro African whites were not spared by the students’ worth for example Melville Edelstein was killed. 
The police and other government workers were made immune from any legal actions for crimes and excesses 
by them when combating riots. 

 

AFRICAN NATIONALISTS AND THE ROLE IN THE LIBERATION OF THEIR STATES 
NELSON MANDELA (MADIBA ROLIHLAHLA) 
Was born at Umtata in the Transkei in 1918 and was the eldest son of a Tembu Chief. 
He was educated at Forth Hare University College. After graduating he practiced law in Johannesburg with 
Oliver Tambo. Attend secondary at Wesleyan. 
He was influenced by his ancestor’s love / role in defending the independent of their motherland. He vowed 
at an early age to make sure he helps his own country in future. 
Mandela organized a general strike in protest against the white referendum on republican status for South 
Africa. 
He moved all over the country after leaving his family, home and work, encouraging his fellow African to 
support the strike. 
Nelson later led a charmed life and gained for himself the title of the “Black Pimpernel”. He denied himself a 
normal life, live as an outcast, and the government of the whites was ready to punish him. 
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Mandela and his colleagues formed the Umkonto We Sizwe (Spear of the Nation) in june 1961. The spear of 
the nation used violent means. It was to disrupt the life of the country by attacks on government installations 
and all other establishments which were expressing apartheid. 
Introduction of Umkonto We Sizwe marked the end of non violent African resistance and start of a more 
militant approach by African leaders. 
Mandela was imprisoned for fire years for inciting the people to strike. He was also imprisoned because he 
had left South Africa without a valid pass port. 
1963 was brought from prison to face charges with eight others for organizing the Umkonto We Sizwe. 
Mandela was accused of Sabotage and conspiracy to overthrow the government by revolution. 
He was thrown into prison but he vowed to continue fighting for the freedom of Africans and even die as 
long as the black people got their freedom / independence. 
1942 joined the African National Congress, but was not happy with the non violence methods of the African 
National Congress (ANC)  
1950 joined the National Executive Committee (NEC) of African National Congress (ANC) 
1952 he was elected the national volunteer in chief of the ANC defiance campaigns against unjust laws. 
He traveled all over the country organizing resistance to discriminatory laws. 
Mandela was given a suspended prison sentence whereby he was charged and convicted of breaking the 
suppression of communism act. 
Worked with Oliver Tambo and opened the first black practice in Johannesburg, since they were both 
lawyers. 
As a lawyer in practice he helped many Africans who had cases like breaking the group are acts and several 
apartheid laws. 
The apartheid regime chased him from town because he was helping many people Africans who were poor 
and helpless. 
He oppose the Bantu education acts of 1953, which offered Africans inferior education and whites superior 
education. 
Mandela was accused for treason in 1961 the treason failed but ANC was banned. 
He was the most important figure in ANC leadership because he had underground branches which were very 
important. 
1961 when 1400 delegate met, to map out a future for south Africa n Mandela was the chief speaker. 
He warned the apartheid them to ensure that all colours are involved in the politics of their country, if they 
declined he would organize a mass general strike. 
The man Mandela, the black pimpernel, who evaded the police many times, was very determined and had 
hope that one day the black man would get independence. 
He stayed in prisons for about 27 years, he refused to be bribed by the white man for his personal freedom. 
He told that the Whiteman that he was ready to die for the freedom of Africans. 
He was released on 11/02/1990 and become the president of ANC in 1991 at the National Conference. 
After he was realized he suspended he suspended the “Unkonto We Sizwe” movement / armed struggle. 
He accepted the nobel peace prize on behalf of all south Africa in 1993. 
He became the leader of South Africa, the first black African president in the history of South Africa on 10th 
May 1994. 
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Nelson Mandela had sacrificed his private life, his youth for his people. As leader of ANC he was elected 
president. 
In June 1999, he remanded to Grace Michel the widow to Samoure Michel. 

 

WALTER SISULU (1912 - 2003) 
He belonged to the inner circle of the eight members who were arrested in 1964 for belonging to the spear of 
the nation. 
Was born in 1912 in Transkei to a white father and a black mother. 
Went to a mission school later decide to go and mine gold and became an estate agency. 
Worked with Oliver Tambo and Mandela and formed the ANC youth league. 
1940 joined the youth league and became one of the key leaders. 
1949 became the general secretary of the ANC and started mobilizing against apartheid. 
He was in bad terms with the government and was arrested a number of times. 
ANC was banned in 1960 and him and others were arrested by the authorities. 
He was charge for treason but was later acquitted in 1961. 
He went underground because of government persecution of nationalists he went underground. 
He was arrested and charged with others in the famous Rivoonia trial. 
To please the international world Sisulu was released together with others in 1989. 
He resumed leadership of ANC when it was unbanned. 
1991 he was elected deputy president of ANC. He was supported by his wife and son. 
He died in 2003, he is remembered for his great role in ensuring that south Africa gets her independence. 

 

POLITICAL PARTIES’ ROLES AGAINST APARTHEID  
 

SENIOR FOUR TERM TWO 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) 
It had leaders like Mandela, Walter, and Dr. Xuma. 
It was the largest and best known national movement in South African.  
It was formed in 1912 as the South Africa Native Congress. In 1935 it was renamed African Nation Congress. 

 

 
AIMS OF ANC 

It was to encourage mutual understanding among various sects of people of South Africa that is Africans, 
coloreds and whites. 
ANC aimed at defending the liberties and freedom of all those oppressed by apartheid. 
Wanted to uphold and defend the human rights of all South Africans from the violation of whites. For 
example Africans were not to use same schools like whites. 
Aimed at being one voice for all Africans, to always voice or speak out all the oppression they were being 
exposed to. 
Need to fight for the independence of South Africa under the majority rule. 
Ensure that Africans are well boosted economically and eliminated against economic slavery by raising their 
standards of living. 
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Aimed at destroying the political monopoly of the whites nationalist party by involving blacks in the politics 
of South Africa. 
Wanted to ally with the Indians, colored and some whites to from an alliance. 
Aimed at stopping apartheid which made Africans second hand citizens. 

 

ACTIVITIES OF ANC / WHAT IT DID 
1950 Mandela, Luthuli and Sobukwe joined ANC leadership which made it very strong. 
Dr. Xuma as chairman / president had done a lot to strength the ANC struggle against apartheid. 
1943 the youth league was formed and it insisted “actions not words” 
1941 there was formation of the mine workers, union under ANC, all aimed at fighting for the rights of work, 
union under ANC all aimed at fighting for the rights of workers. 
The ANC encouraged workers to be united even when they were put down by the white regime when they 
strike. 
Campaigned and showed the who world that apartheid could be eliminated. 
ANC convinced the Indian congress to join in the struggle against apartheid. 
1955 ANC and others adopted the freedom charter. In 1955 organized defiance campaign against the 
apartheid regime. 
1960 organized a very peaceful demonstration against pass laws which demised Africans.  

United Nations (UNO) 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
Fought to be recognized by the organization of African Unity (OAU) and many African governments. 
UNO and OAU were persuaded to support ANC by putting a lot of pressure on the whites to be more liberal 
to the Africans. 
Mobilized arms and military training from African countries and Europeans countries. 
An economic embargo was put on the whites in South Africa. 
Campaigned for the realize of political prisoners like Nelson Mandela  
Persistently called for world attention and the international world prevailed on South Africa and she got her 
independence in 1994.  
 
 

 

PROBLEMS FACED BY ANC 
Lack of enough funds because the majority of the Africans were very poor. 
There was disunity among some African countries that they refused to support South Africa. For example 
Malawi, Zaire. 
A number of people were killed whenever, they rebelled against racism. 
A number of African leaders suffered arrests like Nelson Mandela and even imprisonment. 
Some African leaders were forced into exile for example Oliver Thambo. 
There was lack of strong leaders especially before 1945, therefore mobilization was hard. 
They lacked grassroots support because majority of the Africans were illiterate or less informed. 
Betrayal by some Africans some instead of supporting ANC supported the INKATHA party. 
There was a lot of tribalism especially by the Zulu who wanted the party to have only the Zulu. 



24 

 

Leadership had a great challenge that is the youth against the old, peace against violence. 
Some western countries failed ANC because they supported the whites against the blacks for example USA 
and Canada. 
Faced a lot of opposition or restriction from the whites. 

 

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) 
It formed in 1963 25/05 at Addis Ababa in Ethiopia 

 

AIMS / OBJECTIVES 
It put a lot of pressure on countries that were selling arms to South Africa to stop. 
Support the guerrillas or rebels that were fighting against the regime of South Africa, therefore weakening 
the military strength of the white regime. 
Opposed the participation of African sports men / women in competitions with South Africa. 
Formed a committee based in Tanzania whose duty was to liberate South Africa from apartheid. 
Wanted to end racism in South Africa, issued the Mogadishu declaration of 1971, and Der es Salaam 
declaration of 1975. 
Refused to have a dialogue with South Africa and the Bantustans set up, to fool the world that Africans were 
free. 
Encouraged to accept ANC guerillas to train in their areas for example Uganda and Libya. 
South Africa improved some conditions in South Africa for African and improved on her relationship with 
some African countries. 
Insured South Africa was isolated, people insured to more to any country all over Africa accept South Africa. 
Twenty four member countries in 1976 boycotted the Olympics in New Zealand because South Africa was 
participating. 
Advised all member countries not to deal with South Africa in any thing, in any aspect. 
Some member states contributed money, man power, to help fight apartheid in South Africa. 
Helped kick South Africa out of the common wealth in 1960. 
OAU leaders like Nyerere and Kauda got diplomatic to make sure South Africa is out of common wealth. 
Supported the imposition of economic sanctions on South Africa that is goods from South Africa were not 
bought; by other countries. 
 

 

WHY OAU FAILED TO ACHIEVE HER OBJECTIVES 
A number of members did not contribute to the liberation committee or even to the OAU in anyway. 
There were a number of differences among the member states, socialists versus capitalists. 
Had internal problems among the member states. Member states conflicted with on 
e another in diverting resources. 
Lack of commitment by all member states to the liberation struggle. 
South Africa was stronger in military terms then all the African governments. Could not fight the white 
regime easily. 
Some African countries collaborated with the white regime for example Malawi and Zaire. 
The white regime got a lot of support in all aspects from Britain and France.  
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Some European countries under United Nations Organization (UNO) ensured that the sanctions were not 
implemented. 
The economic strength of South Africa was great, that is it very rich economically and could finance all her 
wars. 
The military coups in some African countries disrupted the continuity and flow of the anti apartheid struggle. 
There was lack of an army owned by the OAU therefore it was hard to fight apartheid. 
There was a lot of division among the people of South Africa some where sympathetic to the whites for 
example the Inkatha. 
The frontline states were weakened by the whites, who many times attacked and weakened them. 
The South African regime killed her great opponents for example Samora Macheal. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF OAU 
Member states allowed ant apartheid fighters to use their land like Angola and Uganda. 
South Africa had to improve upon her relationship with other countries and leaders. 
Dialogue talks were opposed with South Africa that is they refused to talk to negotiate with South Africa  
A number of member states were denied travel documents of their citizens wishing to travel to South Africa. 
United Nations was convinced to support sanctions against South Africa, which she implemented. 
The economy of South Africa declined and by 1990 investments were at the lowest. 
South Africa effected political reforms by freeing political prisoners for example in 1990 Nelson Mandela, 
Walter Sisulu were among the most prominent. 
Free and fair elections were held in 1994 leading the ANC victory and Mandela. 
Twenty four African countries boycotted the Olympics against New Zealand and South Africa’s participation 
in 1976. 

 

(SWAPO) SOUTH WEST AFRICAN PEOPLES’ ORGANIZATION 
SWAPO AND ITS ROLE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE IN NAMIBIA 
SWAPO, South West people’s organization was one of the strongest parties in Namibia. 
Started as the Orambo land people organization the party was formed by Sam Nujoma and Jacob Kahenge 
and Kuhangua in 1959. 
Later renamed / transformed into South West African people and represented the densely populated northern 
areas of Namibia. 
In 1960 started an armed struggle against South Africa. 
Fought against continued land grabbing by the apartheid regime. 
SWAPO led strikes against job discrimination. 
Cooperated with other parties like SWANU to fight the white regime. 
Mobilized people mainly on the Northern regions against the apartheid regime. 
Trained people for guerilla wars in African states. 
The countries he trained rebellion in were Angola, Zambia, Algeria, Egypt and Tanzania. 
Party leaders organized and addressed rallies through which convinced people to join the freedom struggle. 
Published articles through the press, magazines, radios and journals condemning apartheid. 
Organized armies to fight for independence made Namibia ungovernable to the whites using violent means. 
Looked for support in terms of material and financial fir the national struggle. 
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Appealed for national unity as opposed to sectarianism and tribalism tendencies. 
Educated and sensitized their members on the importance of freedom and thei0. . 
. 
uggle. 
Appealed for UN support in all aspects materially and financially. 
Campaigned against all the evils of apartheid, pass book, Bantustans, contact labour system. 
Appealed for communist support from USSR, Cuba and China. 
UN started imposing economic and diplomatic sanctions on South Africa. 
Convinced neighboring countries Zambia, Botswana to allow them open up training bases in their countries. 
Fought and weakened Botha’s government of south Africa. 
Led Namibia to independence in 1991. 

 

GUIDING STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

Explain the role of SWAPO in the struggle of Namibia’s independence. 
 
(a) Why did OAU fail to achieve her objectives? 
(b) Discuss the achievements of OAU  

 
(a) Explain the activities of ANC 
(b) What problems were faced by ANC? 

 
Write about two of the following personalities 

Albert Luthuli  
Walter Sisulu 
Mandela 
 

(a) What were the causes of the Soweto uprising in 1976? 
(b) How were the peoples of South Africa affected by the war? 

 
 
 
 

BOTSWANA0.  
 


